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Cornerstone Institute is an independent, not-for-profit higher education 
institution engaged in teaching and learning in service of others, to 
advance human dignity and social justice for all.

We would like to connect with you on social Media

@cornerstoneinstitute

@Cornerstone_CPT cornerstone community

@cornerstone.institute

info@cornerstone.ac.za

/company/cornerstone-insti/
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ACCREDITATION
Cornerstone Institute is registered as a private higher education institution with the 
Department of Higher Education and Training. All our programmes are accredited by the 
Council on Higher Education and appear on the SAQA National 
Qualifications Framework.

Registered as Cornerstone Institute (RF) NPC with the Department of Higher Education 
and Training as a private higher education institution under the Higher Education Act, 
1997. Registration Certificate No. 2001/HE08/006.
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YOUR STORY

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then Cornerstone Institute is for you. 

At Cornerstone, we help you realise your life’s purpose and grow your ambition. While 
doing so, you will develop and nurture the values that you share with Cornerstone 
Institute which will assist you in taking your place in a vibrant and thriving economy. 
Together, we will learn to change the world.  

PURPOSE-DRIVEN
Do you want to live 
a life of purpose?

CHANGE MAKER
Do you genuinely want 
to make a difference in 

the lives of others?

WORLD CHANGER
Do you worry about 

the state of the world?

SEEKING FULFILLMENT’
Are you looking for more 
than just a qualification?

LASTING LEGACY
Is leaving a lasting 
legacy important 

to you?
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ABOUT US

Cornerstone Institute was founded in 1970 on the Cape Flats at a time when prospective 
black theologians were excluded from attending universities due to the oppressive laws 
of the former regime. We believe in education with a purpose. At the heart of our 
education philosophy is the firm belief that education leads to transformation.

We welcome students from all walks of life and focus on the development of leaders. As 
a small institution of higher education and learning, we provide our students with the 
individual attention they need to succeed in their studies and to advance to further 
studies and/or employment.

Cornerstone is a non-profit, fully accredited private higher education institution 
offering undergraduate programmes (certificates, short courses and degrees) and 
postgraduate programmes (higher certificate and honours degrees).

We offer a unique set of foundational modules to all our undergraduate students, known 
as the Cornerstone Core, it includes History, Ethics, Philosophy, Leadership Studies and 
Economics. 

These modules help to underpin the values of the institution: inclusivity, excellence, 
integrity, unity, respect and creativity.
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INCLUSIVITY

EXCELLENCE

INTEGRITY

UNITY

CREATIVITYRESPECT

OUR
VALUES

Everything we do at Cornerstone Institute is underpinned by our values. 
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• Higher Certificate in Community Counselling
• Bachelor of Arts: Psychology
• Bachelor of Theology in Community  
• Leadership: Psychology
• Bachelor of Arts Honours in 
     Psychology: Academic
• Bachelor of Arts Honours in Psychology: 
 BPsych Equivalent

We offer a range of higher certificates, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees. All of our programmes are fully accredited and most can be taken 
online if you prefer.

Are you intrigued by the inner 
workings of the human mind? 

Do you want to be able to influence 
behaviour in a way that brings about

 positive change?

Are you passionate about community 
upliftment and development?

 
Do you want to tackle issues of 

poverty, globalisation or conflict?

• Higher Certificate in Community Development
• Bachelor of Arts: Sociology /                                  
     Community Development
• Bachelor of Arts Honours in   
 Community Development
• Bachelor of Theology in Community  
• Leadership: Community Development

SOCIOLOGYPSYCHOLOGY

Are you interested in promoting
 economic growth in South Africa? 

Do you see yourself changing the world as a 
leader, manager or entrepreneur?

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION

• Higher Certificate in Business                                
     Studies / Leadership
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Theology in Community                 
      Leadership: Business Studies

PG  20 - 26 PG  27 - 31 PG  32 - 37

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PATH
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PG  38 - 43

Is the relationship between leadership and 
integrity important to you? 

Have you been called to bring about change 
through the Gospel, whether in church, in the 

marketplace or in society as a whole?

• Higher Certificate in Christian Ministry
• Bachelor of Theology in Community Leadership: 

Christian Ministry
• Bachelor of Theology in Community Leadership: 

Community Development
• Bachelor of Theology in Community   

Leadership: Psychology
• Bachelor of Theology in Community Leadership: 

Business Studies

THEOLOGY

PG  44 - 47

Do you want to inspire, uplift and 
empower others through storytelling? 

Are you passionate about words, reporting 
news events, taking photographs or 

making films?

MEDIA STUDIES

• Bachelor of Arts: Media Studies
• Bachelor of Theology in Community        

Leadership: Media Studies

PG  48 - 55

THIS IS HOW YOU LEARN TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD
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Nelson Mandela once said that education is the 
most powerful weapon we can use to change 

the world.
 

Do you want to teach? Or change your career 
path?  Why not travel the world and earn good 

money while still making a difference to the 
lives of others?

• Postgraduate Certificate in Education:                    
Intermediate Phase Teaching

• Postgraduate Certificate in Education:               
Foundation Phase Teaching

• Teaching English to Speakers of Other                  
Languages (TESOL)

EDUCATION



VISION
Teaching and learning in the service of others to advance human dignity 

and social justice for all.

MISSION
Our integrative teaching approach inspires critical engagement, 

innovation and research to generate knowledge that benefits humanity.
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STUDENT DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT SERVICES

Our services are designed to meet the diverse needs of our student body and ensure 
the holistic development of all students. The key areas of development and support are 
therefore orientation, academic, social, emotional and personal.

Orientation

Academic
Support

Social 
Support

Personal 
Support

Contact us at our
dedicated email address: 
sdss@cornerstone.ac.za 
and see our webpage: 
cornerstone.ac.za/student-services
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TOGETHER WE CAN LEARN TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD
By choosing Cornerstone Institute, you are choosing to become part of a learning 
community that will challenge and stretch you to consider more seriously what it means 
to be a contributing, critical and active member of society — a community made up of 
students and lecturers from more than 20 countries.

What does it mean to be human? What does it mean to be a 
scholar? How will we contribute to changing our world for the 
better? These are central questions we engage with as the 
learning community that is Cornerstone. 

By choosing to study here, you’ll not only be choosing to 
continue a life of learning, but you’ll also be choosing to be part 
of our attempt to make sense of, and react to, the realities of our 
society. We do this work to advance social justice and dignity for 
all people, communities and societies, and we invite you to join 
our efforts. 

At Cornerstone it’s your goal to build a professional career. But, 
it is also about realising your best potential, and to do so in the 
service of others. This means that our approach to teaching and
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learning goes beyond a transfer of technical skills to enable you to enter, or continue, 
your profession. While we work with you to achieve your best professional 
competencies, we’ll engage you f irst and foremost as a scholar in your f ield. Someone 
who continuously reflects and makes sense of the social realities they observe. 
Someone who f inds meaningful ways to transform lives sustainably. These are the 
scholars of Cornerstone.

This is what your learning process at Cornerstone will involve. Firstly, we create the 
opportunity for you to engage with yourself to nurture and grow into the person you 
would like to be. Secondly, we assist you to learn and mature as a  scholar who f inds 
new ways to see and make sense of the world, and thirdly, we help you develop the 
capabilities you need to guide a society, its people and communities, towards change 
that gives hope and builds resilience.

We are deeply committed to the value of ‘co-authorship’ in our approach to learning 
and teaching. We consider our journey together a partnership where we build your 
process of learning together, where students and lecturers design together, build and 
track our shared learning together. 

With you, we are all in the process of becoming more human and more scholarly as we 
learn to change the world. We are very excited to walk this path with you.

In solidarity, 
Rev Dr BR Rudi Buys

Executive Dean
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FINANCIAL AID
Cornerstone is an independent, not-for-profit institution. Our financial aid is sourced 
from donations and partnerships.

The Financial Aid Programme is established to assist students, where possible, to access 
tertiary study and to succeed through the provision of financial assistance. Financial 
assistance is usually in the form of partial remission of fees and is dependent on the 
availability of funds and the specified criteria being met. The responsibility for financing 
the balance of the fees rests with the student, as specified in the Cornerstone Yearbook 
under Fee Structure.

LIFE AT CORNERSTONE
Cornerstone Institute is situated in Cape Town with easy access to public transport to 
all the conveniences of a modern urban city. Our campus boasts computer labs, lecture 
rooms, a library and much more. You’ll never go hungry thanks to our coffee shop. While 
receiving the highest quality of education, our students are also involved in a range of 
outreach projects. This means that from the moment you become part of the 
Cornerstone community, you’ll begin to do your bit to change the world. We have well 
qualified staff and offer quality classes with a small teacher-to-student ratio.
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OUR PROGRAMMES
Our programmes are driven through two faculties,

Faculty of Entrepreneurship &
Economic Transformation

Faculty of Humanities
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ALUMNI

Apply for one of our programmes today and join the diverse and exciting Cornerstone 
community for higher education with a difference.

Our graduates are employed in good jobs with many earning attractive salaries in their 
specialised fields. Many of our graduates can be found: 

Leaders and 
managers at a wide 

range of organisations

Counselling within 
community-based 

organisations

Teaching in schools 
or overseas

Early childhood 
development 
educators

Pastoring in 
churches
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Further studies at 
Honours, Masters 
and PhD levels. 



All our undergraduate students are required to complete a foundational set of modules 
referred to as the ‘Cornerstone Core Modules’. These foundational modules are designed 
to facilitate integrated learning across the disciplines and speak to our vision and 
mission. The modules are:
 

Communication

Ethics

Worldviews /

Philosophy

Leadership

Economics

South African 
History & Society

CORE 
MODULES
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT

MAJORS



Media Studies
Sociology and 
Community 
Development

Business Studies

Psychology

Education

Theology
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Psychology
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
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HIGHER CERTIFICATE 
IN COMMUNITY 
COUNSELLING

BACHELOR OF ARTS: 
Psychology

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN 
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 

Psychology

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
HONOURS 

IN PSYCHOLOGY: 
Academic

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
HONOURS IN PSYCHOLOGY: 

BPsych Equivalent
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HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN COMMUNITY COUNSELLING

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 96413. (122/124 CREDITS)

This programme trains and equips lay counsellors to be knowledgeable and effective in 
making a difference in the mental health and well-being of individuals in a variety of 
settings, including churches, schools, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
faith-based organisations.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational 
   (with certificate pass);
•  Matriculation Certificate or equivalent;
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined   
   by the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) conditions and the 
   results of the National Benchmarking Test (NBT). 

TIME COMMITMENT
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•  One year full-time;
•  Two years part-time;
•  On campus;
•  January and 
   July intakes.



BACHELOR OF ARTS: PSYCHOLOGY

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 87406. (376 CREDITS)

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent;
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent;
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a 
   cognate field.

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational with a 
   diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the NBT;
•  Mature age of 23 and over during the first year of studies and a National 
   Senior Certificate (or equivalent);
•  The conditions of the RPL policy for access and the results of the NBT  
   are determining factors for admission. Contact the admissions office  
   regarding RPL;
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by the   RPL 
   conditions an the results of the NBT.
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• Minimum three years 
   full-time;
• Maximum six years 
   part-time;
• On campus and 
   online;
• January and 
  July intakes.



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: PSYCHOLOGY
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS)

This programme aims to produce a distinctive kind of counsellor: men and women who 
are deely informed by both the Christian faith and the human science of psychology. We 
aim to produce graduates with a special ability to integrate Christian understanding of the 
human condition together with findings provided by the human sciences to help people 
on their journey to wholeness.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

•  National Senior Certificate with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent;
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent;
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a 
   cognate field.

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational with a 
   diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the National 
   Benchmark Test (NBT);
•  Mature age of 23 and over during the first year of studies and a National 
   Senior Certificate (or equivalent);
•  The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for access and the results of 
   the NBT are determining factors for admission. Contact the admissions office regarding RPL;
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by the RPL conditions and the
   results of the NBT.
24

• Minimum three years 
   full-time;
• Maximum six years 
   part-time;
• On campus and 
   online;
• January and 
  July intakes.



BACHELOR OF ARTS HONOURS IN PSYCHOLOGY: ACADEMIC 
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 79046. (130 CREDITS)

This programme is aimed at providing students with advanced theoretical knowledge and 
applied skills in the field of psychology. Students enrolled in the programme will extend 
their undergraduate knowledge through the integration of theoretical knowledge with 
the development of social science research competencies and practical skills. The 
programme will focus on further developing students’ critical-analytical and 
problem-solving skills within the discipline, with application to the South African context.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

•  The candidate must have complied with all the requirements of  an 
   appropriate Bachelor’s degree or Postgraduate Diploma from a 
   Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) registered 
   higher education institution before the beginning of the academic 
   year for which he/she has enrolled;
•  Psychology III must have been passed with a minimum of 65%.

TIME COMMITMENT

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: PSYCHOLOGY
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS)
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•  One year full-time;
•  Two years part-time;
•  On campus;
•  January and 
   July intakes.



•  The candidate must have complied with all the requirements of an 
   appropriate Bachelor’s degree or DHET registered higher education 
   institution before the beginning of the academic year for which 
   he/she has been selected;
•  Psychology III must have been passed with a minimum of 65%.

There is a selection process that takes place and only 20 students 
are admitted into the programme each year after the selection 
process has taken place. Applications open in August and closes in 
October the year prior to admission. 

This programme is registered with Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA).

BACHELOR OF ARTS HONOURS IN PSYCHOLOGY: 
BPSYCH EQUIVALENT
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 79046. (140 CREDITS)

This programme responds to the need for trained and registered counsellors and life skills 
facilitators in South Africa, with a particular focus on the psychological challenges 
presented in communities. It helps students develop an integrated and relevant 
counselling praxis. This programme offers a comprehensive practical placement, 
integrated with academic and professional training. This practicum forms of the BPsych 
Equivalent programme and is completed during the period of study.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS TIME COMMITMENT
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• One and a half years  
   full-time;
• On Campus;
• January intake only.



Business Studies
FACULTY OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP & ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
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02 • Bachelor of Commerce 
(BCom)

• Bachelor of Theology in   
Community Leadership:       
Business Studies

• Higher Certificate in 
   Business Studies / Leadership
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HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS STUDIES
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 96415. (120 CREDITS)

The aim of this programme is to prepare potential business leaders either to develop their 
own business, or to improve their basic business skills, based on ethical defendable 
foundations which will benefit society.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational;
•  Matriculation Certificate or equivalent;
•  Mature age of 45 or older can be admitted by the Recognition of  
   Learning (RPL) conditions and the results of the National 
   Benchmark Test (NBT).

TIME COMMITMENT
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• One year full-time;
• Two years part-time;
• On campus and 
   online;
• January and 
  July intakes.



• National Senior Certif icate with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent;
• Matriculation Certif icate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
• Higher Certif icate or an advanced Certif icate or Diploma in  

a cognate f ield;
• National Benchmark Test (NBT) results;
• The prior qualif ication must include a minimum of 50% in  

Mathematics or Maths Literacy.

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 99752.  (374 CREDITS) 

This qualif ication equips students to be effective business and community 
leaders with specif ic skills in human resource management, marketing, 
entrepreneurship and economics.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
• National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational with  

a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the NBT; 
• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  

National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 
• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for access and the  

results of the NBT are determining factors for admission. Contact the admissions off ice 
regarding the RPL; 

• Mature students 45 years or older can be admitted, determined by the RPL conditions 
and the results of the NBT. 
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•  Minimum three  
   years full-time; 
•  Maximum six years 
   part-time; 
•  Online; 
•  January and 
   July intakes.



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
BUSINESS STUDIES
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

This programme enables graduates to work and lead in a wide variety of ministry and 
business management projects (e.g. NGO, business, churches, entrepreneurial ventures). 
We aim to produce graduates capable of managing teams and organisations who 
approach their task from deep Christian convictions and acquire the management 
knowledge, tools and skills that business studies can provide. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  A National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENT

• A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational  
with a diploma pass (orequivalent) combined with the results of  
the National Benchmark Test (NBT); 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy 
    for access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for 
    admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 
• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined 
    by the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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•  Minimum three  
   years full-time; 
•  Maximum six years 
   part-time; 
•  On Campus and  
   online; 
•  January and 
   July intakes.



Sociology & Community 
Development
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
32



Higher Certificate in 
Community Development

Bachelor of Arts: Sociology / 
Community Development

Bachelor of Arts Honours in 
Community Development

Bachelor of Theology in 
Community Leadership: 
Community Development
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HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 96414. (120 CREDITS)

This programme aims to train and equip community development practitioners to be 
able to work alongside leaders in the community in effective development strategies. 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy  
for access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by  
the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

•  A National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational 
   (with certificate pass);
•  Matriculation Certificate or equivalent. 

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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• Two years full-time;
• On Campus;
• January intake only.



BACHELOR OF ARTS: SOCIOLOGY / COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 87406. (376 CREDITS) 

This qualification helps students gain an in-depth understanding of sociological theories. 
The student would be able to analyse and evaluate these theories with reference to issues 
such as poverty, globalisation, conflict, the environment and gender, with special focus on 
South Africa and the African continent. The qualification also provides the students with 
practical community, cross-cultural and social research skills. 

•  Minimum three  
   years full-time; 
•  Maximum six years 
   part-time; 
•  On Campus and  
   online; 
•  January and 
   July intakes.

•  A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational with 
   a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the 
   National Benchmark Test (NBT); 
•  Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a 
   National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 
•  The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for 
   access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
   admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by the RPL 
   conditions and the results of the NBT. 

•  National Senior Certificate with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006; NQF 7; SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

This programme enables graduates to work in a wide variety of community development 
projects (e.g. government, NGO, churches). We aim to produce community workers who 
approach their task from deep Christian convictions and acquire the sociological 
knowledge, tools and skills that development studies can provide. 

•  National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  A Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  A Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a 
   cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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•  Minimum three  
   years full-time; 
•  Maximum six years 
   part-time; 
•  On Campus and  
   online; 
•  January and  
   July intakes.

• A National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational with  
a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the NBT; 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the first year of studies and a  
National Senior Certificate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Policy for  
Access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions office regarding RPL; 

• Mature age of 45 or older can be admitted, determined by the RPL 
    conditions and the results  of the NBT.  



BACHELOR OF ARTS HONOURS IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 97901. (120 CREDITS)  

This programme is designed to provide an opportunity for students to expand their 
knowedge of theory and practice in the discipline of community development 
grounded in community-focused research. Students will analyse and apply foundational  
knowledge of community development theory and practice gaining understanding and 
skills to facilitate collective actions in the context of communities. 

•  Three-year Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) with Social Science as 
   a major subject; 
•  Minimum of 60% average in third year key modules in Social Science;
•  The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Policy for 
   Access are determining factors for admission. Contact the admissions 
   office regarding RPL. 

TIME COMMITMENTADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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•  One year full-time;
•  Two years part-time;
•  On Campus;
•  January and 
   July intakes.



Education
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
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Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other 

Languages - TESOL

Post Graduate Certificate 
in Education: 
Intermediate 

Phase Teaching

Post Graduate Certificate 
in Education: 
Foundation 

Phase Teaching
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TEACHING ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES - TESOL
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. (56 CREDITS)

TESOL is an English teacher training programme that provides students with skills and 
advanced understanding of teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) or English as 
a Foreign Language (EFL).The programme aims to equip students to impact the lives of 
learners in South Africa and in other parts of the world, where English is an essential 
life skill.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate with a bachelor’s pass or 
   equivalent with 50% for English home language;
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or 
   equivalent with 50% for English home language;
•  Proof of English competence (RPL) if English was not 
   taken a home language at school. 

TIME COMMITMENT
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For non-degree purposes, a stand-alone certificate or as 
an elective in Psychology, Sociology or Theology.

• TESOL 1A Introduction (12 CREDITS 
  / 120 hours contact mode);
• May be taken in semester one, 
   once a week for 14 weeks;
• May be offered as one-month 
  intensive course in June / July.
• TESOL 1B, 2A, 2B are offered as an 
  elective for degree purposes or as 
  non-degree purposes stand-alone 
  modules over one or two years. 
  (56 CREDITS)



POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION: INTERMEDIATE 
PHASE TEACHING

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 99724. (135 CREDITS)

The aim of this programme is to respond to the increased need for professional educators 
in South Africa. The Post Graduate Certification in Education Intermediate Phase Teaching 
(PGCE IP) is for students who want to qualify as professional educators in the Intermediate 
Phase after having completed an appropriate three-year degree or recognised 
National Diploma.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

•  A candidate must have complied with all the requirements of a 
   bachelor’s degree (or an approved diploma of minimum 360 credits 
   at NQF 6 level) from a public or private higher education institution 
   accredited by a recognised local or foreign accrediting body before 
   the beginning of the academic year.
•  The prior bachelor’s degree (or approved national diploma) must 
   provide a broad knowledge base adequate for teaching in the 
   intermediate phase (IP) i.e. English, Afrikaans and two IP teaching 
   subjects, at NQF level 5 (university degree studies a first year level)  
   or NQF 6 level (second year degree level). The IP teaching subjects 
   are Mathematics, Science and Technology, Social Science and 
   Life Skills.

•  Two to three years 
   part-time; 
•  The programme 
   includes 
   both January and 
   July intakes
•  Minimum five years 
    full-time or  
    part-time.

TIME COMMITMENT
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  Holders of multi-disciplinary degrees (or approved diplomas) without a main focus in a single  
   field related to teaching could be allowed into the programme, provided that the disciplines 
   underpin the learning requirements for the IP and the subjects to be taught are taken to 
   NQF 5 or NQF 6;
•  Holders of focused degrees (or approved diplomas) that lack an adequately broad 
   knowledge base  or an adequate specialisation in an IP subject may be required to enrol 
   simultaneously in teaching subjects (minimum NQF 5) whilst enrolling for the PGCE IP. BA  
   subjects offered at Cornerstone to undergird Life Skills are Psychology, Counselling, 
   Philosophy, Sociology, Leadership, Theology and Biblical Studies. Subjects which undergird 
   Mathematics, Research Methods and Statistics.

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 99724. (135 CREDITS)
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POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION: INTERMEDIATE PHASE 
TEACHING (CONTINUED)



POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION: FOUNDATION PHASE 
TEACHING
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 101972. (136 CREDITS)

The aim of this fully online programme is to respond to the increased need for 
professional educators in South Africa. The Post Graduate Certificate in Education 
Foundation Phase (PGCE FP), is for students who want to qualify as professional educators 
in the Foundation Phase after having completed an appropriate three-year degree or 
recognised national diploma.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  A bachelor’s degree or approved 360 credit diploma at NQF 6. 
•  The prior bachelor’s degree (or approved national diploma)must 
   include a selection of subjects/disciplines that will provide a teacher 
   with appropriate disciplinary knowledge  to effectively teach 
   Literacy, Numeracy and Life Skills to young learners and lay  
   foundations for learning in future grades. 
•  Holders of focused qualifications that do not have specialisations in  
   FP subjects can register simultaneously for BA teaching subjects. 
   This will extend the PGCE beyond one year of study. BA subjects 
   offered at Cornerstone to undergird Life Skills are Psychology, 
   Counselling, Philosophy, Sociology, Leadership, Theology and 
   Biblical Studies. Subjects which undergird Mathematics, Research 
   Methods and Statistics.

TIME COMMITMENT

•  Two to three years 
   part-time; 
•  The programme 
   includes 
   both January and 
   July intakes
•  Minimum five years 
    full-time or  
    part-time.
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Media Studies
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
44



Bachelor of 
Arts: 

Media Studies

Bachelor of 
Theology in 
Community 
Leadership: 
Media Studies
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•  National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational with
   a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the  
   National Benchmark Test (NBT); 
•  Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
   National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 
•  The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for
   access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for 
   admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined 
   by the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 87406. (376 CREDITS) 

BACHELOR OF ARTS: MEDIA STUDIES

The major in Media Studies is designed to help students develop the analytical, critical and 
creative communication skills required to engage meaningfully with a wide range of 
media. Building on a robust understanding of media’s political, economic, technological, 
social and historical contexts, each student will find his/her unique voice through real-world  
experiences provided by contact with industry professionals and practical projects. 

•  National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENTADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
MEDIA STUDIES

•  A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational 
   with a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of 
   the NBT; 
•  Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a 
   National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 
•  The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy 
   for Access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for 
   admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 
•  Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined 
   by the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006; SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS)  

This programme enables graduates to become community leaders through a wide variety 
of media projects (e.g. NGO, churches, production companies, advertising agencies). We 
aim to produce media workers who approach their task from deep Christian convictions 
and acquire the theology, biblical studies and media knowledge, tools and skills that these 
studies can provide. 

•  National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.

TIME COMMITMENTADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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Theology
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
48



Higher Certificate in Christian Ministry

Bachelor of Theology in 
Community Leadership: 

Christian Ministry

Bachelor of Theology in 
Community Leadership: 

Community Development

Bachelor of Theology in Community Leadership: Psychology

Bachelor of Theology in 
Community Leadership: 
Christian Ministry

Bachelor of Theology in 
Community Leadership: 
Business Studies
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HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 96412. (120 CREDITS) 

The Higher Certificate in Christian Ministry provides Christians with foundational and 
practical training to equip and empower them to build God’s kingdom in their sphere 
of influence. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•   National Senior Certificate or National Certificate Vocational 
    (with certificate pass); 
•   Matriculation Certificate or equivalent; 
•   Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined 
    by the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) conditions and the 
    results of the National Benchmark Test (NBT). 

TIME COMMITMENT
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•  One year full-time;
•  Two years part-time;
•  On Campus;
•  January and 
   July intakes.



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

This programme develops Christian leaders with a broad theoretical and practical 
foundation in Christian ministry. Graduates will be grounded in Biblical texts and equipped 
with the knowledge and skills to serve in churches and faith-based organisations. 
Academic study and personal faith are integrated to produce leaders with a mature, 
holistic spirituality. 

• A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational  
with a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results  
of the NBT; 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• RPL policy for access and the results of the NBT are determining  
factors for admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by 
the RPL condtions and the results of the NBT.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  A National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a 
   cognate field.

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS • Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

• National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational with  
a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the  
National Benchmark Test (NBT); 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy  
for access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined  
by the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

This programme enables graduates to work in a wide variety of community development 
projects (e.g. government, NGOs, churches). We aim to produce community workers who 
approach their task from deep Christian convictions and acquire the sociological 
knowledge, tools and skills that development studies can provide. 

•  National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS)  

This programme aims to produce a distinctive kind of counsellor: men and women who 
are deeply informed by both the Christian faith and the human science of psychology. We 
aim to produce graduates with a special ability to integrate Christian understanding of the  
human condition together with findings provided by the human sciences to help people 
on their journey to wholeness. 

• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

• National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational with a  
diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the  
National Benchmark Test (NBT); 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for  
access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by  
the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
BUSINESS STUDIES
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006. SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

This programme enables graduates to work and lead in a wide variety of ministry and 
business management projects (e.g. NGO, business, churches, entrepreneurial ventures). 
We aim to produce graduates capable of managing teams and organisations who 
approach their task from deep Christian convictions and acquire the management 
knowledge, tools and skills that business studies can provide. 

• A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational  
with a diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of  
the National Benchmark Test (NBT); 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy  
for access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined  
by the RPL conditions and the results of the NBT. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•  A National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENT

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.



BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: 
MEDIA STUDIES
Registration Certificate No 2001/HE08/006; SAQA ID: 57225. (376 CREDITS) 

This programme enables graduates to become community leaders through a wide variety 
of media projects (e.g. NGO, churches, production companies, advertising agencies). We 
aim to produce media workers who approach their task from deep Christian convictions 
and acquire the theology, biblical studies and media knowledge, tools and skills that these 
studies can provide.  

• A National Senior Certif icate or National Certif icate Vocational a  
diploma pass (or equivalent) combined with the results of the  
with a National Benchmark Test (NBT); 

• Mature age of 23 and over during the f irst year of studies and a  
National Senior Certif icate (or equivalent); 

• The conditions of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) policy for  
access and the results of the NBT are determining factors for  
admission. Contact the admissions off ice regarding RPL; 

• Mature students (45 years or older) can be admitted, determined by  
the RPL condtions and the results of the NBT. 

•  A National Senior Certificate (NSC) with a bachelor’s pass or equivalent; 
•  Matriculation Certificate (with university exemption) or equivalent; 
•  Higher Certificate or an Advanced Certificate or Diploma in a cognate field. 

TIME COMMITMENT

• Minimum three  
  years full-time;
• Maximum six years 
  part-time; 
• On campus and 
  online; 
• January and 
  July intakes.

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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T: +27 (21) 448 0050  

E: info@cornerstone.ac.za

Registered as Cornerstone Institute (RF) NPC with the Department of 
Higher Education and Training as a private higher education institution under the 

Higher Education Act, 1997. Registration Certificate No. 2001/HE08/006. 
Cornerstone Institute is a B-BBEE Level 4 contributor.

W: cornerstone.ac.za


