
Know your Bible

By Sandy Willcox.© 2018
A one year personal daily reading plan

Outline of units 

Unit 1 Key passages in the Old Testament.
Unit 2 Key passages in the New 
Testament
Unit 3 Luke 1 - 13
Unit 4 Ephesians
Unit 5 Genesis 1 - 12
Unit 6 Luke 14 - 24
Unit 7 Exodus
Unit 8 Acts 1 - 11
Unit 9 David
Unit 10 Acts 12 - 
Unit 11 1 Peter
Unit 12 1, 2 3 John 

How to use the plan.

There are 12 units.

Each units has:-
28 days based on consecutive Bible reading
3 days of Psalms

4 Sunday specials – a special focus on world missions.

You can decide:-
Where you want to start.
What order you want to do the units.
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The three Psalms are designed to introduce you to the book 
of Psalms. They are a wonderful guide to worship and prayer.
This also gives you a bit of catch up time at the end of each 
month. If you miss a day or two during the month you can 
leave out a Psalm or two and come back to these as you 
have time.  

The Sunday specials are designed to introduce you to what 
God is doing in the world. You are encouraged to get to know
your own churches’ missionaries, pray for them, support 
them and write to them.

It is also good to be praying for the outreach of your church 
and pray for opportunities to talk about Jesus with friends 
and colleagues.

Set aside a daily time and a place.

Pray – ask God to help you read and learn.

Read the Bible text. You should spend more time on the text 
than on the notes.

Ask yourself:-
Is there something new that I can see in the text?
Is there a question that I would like to ask the writer?
How will it change my life?

Then read the notes and use the questions to dig deeper. 
Pray the text back to God.
Pray around other concerns. 
It is good to keep a prayer diary or use one of the apps 
available to help you with this.  
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Keep a record of your reading. This keeps you accountable to
yourself. A check off list that also forms a summary of the 
readings is provided.

Unit two.  
New Testament overview.  Check list and

summary.

Da
y

Reading Topic rea
d

1 Matt 1:11 -25 Jesus birth 
announced

2 Luke 2:1 - 21 The shepherds
3 Matt 2:1 - 15 The shepherd king
4 Mark 1:1 - 11 John the Baptist. 

Jesus baptism
5 Mark 1: 12-20 Jesus begins his 

ministry
6 Mark 2:1 - 12 Jesus forgives sin. 

(healing of the 
paralytic)

7 Mark 4:1 - 20 The purpose of 
parables. (sower 
and seed)

Hindus in South Africa
8 Mark 11:1 - 25 Palm Sunday & fig 

the tree
9 Mark 14:12- 

31
Passover

10 Mark 14:43 - 
65

Jesus betrayed and
trial by the high 
priest.

11 Mark 15:1 - 15 Trial by Pilate – 
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release of 
Barabbas

12 Mark 15:16 - 
34

Mocked and 
crucified

13 Mark 15:35 - 
47

Jesus death and 
burial

14 Mark 16:1 - 20 Resurrection and 
commission.

Hindus in India
15 Acts 1:4 -11 Jesus ascension 
16 Acts 2:1 – 13 Pentecost
17 Acts 2:14 - 41 1st sermon about 

Jesus – Peter
18 Acts 5:1 – 11 Holiness of the 

church.
19 Acts 6:8 – 15. 

7:54 – 60
First martyr. Intro 
to Saul\Paul

20 Acts 8:1 – 25 The church 
scattered.

21 Acts 9:1 – 19 Conversion of 
Saul\Paul

Gujarati Hindus of the Southern 
Hemisphere.

22 Romans 2:12, 
3:10 – 12

Sin

23 Romans 5:1 - 
11

Justified by faith

24 Romans 8:28 –
39

God is for us

25 1Pet 4:12 - 19 Suffering
26 I John 1:5 – 2:6 Assurance of 

forgiveness
27 Rev 5:9 – 14 Every tribe and 

nation
28 Rev 21:1 – 8 New heaven and 
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new earth. 
Creation restored. 

Hindu background Christians
29 Psalm 3. 

2 Samuel 
15:14 – 17

30 Psalm 22:1 - 
18

31 Psalm 22:19 - 
31

Unit two. Day 1. Matthew 1:11 – 25. Jesus
birth is announced.

Questions 

1. How was this child conceived?
2. What was Joseph’s first reaction to the news of the 

pregnancy of his wife to be?
3. What are the two names for this child? 21 & 23
4. What does each mean?
5. What was Joseph’s response to the dream?

Notes

A betrothal was a legally binding contract leading to a public 
marriage ceremony and consummation of the union. 

Pregnancy before the marriage ceremony was deeply 
shameful because of the emphasis God places on sex and 
children within the covenant of marriage. 
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The prophecy refers to Is 7:14. Prophecies often have an 
immediate and later more full fulfilment. The term virgin can 
mean young woman and this prophecy was probably initially 
fulfilled as a child, recognised to be an indication of God’s 
blessing was born. However only in the miracle birth of God 
himself can this be completely fulfilled. The son promised in 
Gen 3:15 was to be born without sin so would not be in the 
line of Adam – Would not have a human father.

Unit two. Day 2. Luke 2:1 - 21. The
shepherds.

Questions 

1. What historical event causes Joseph to take his 
betrothed to Bethlehem? 

2. What is surprising and unexpected about the birth of 
this miracle child who has come from heaven to earth?

3. Who are the first to hear of this history changing birth?
4. Why is this a surprise? 
5. Who is the news for? Vs 10
6. Who is promised peace through this child?
7. How does Mary respond to the visit? Vs19
8. What is the purpose of this child’s life? Vs 21.

Notes

Shepherds were near the bottom of the labour ladder. They 
looked after very smelly animals that were good for wool and
food and utterly unable to survive without human care. 
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Humble working class men were the first to know that the 
messiah had come.
Very few people including Mary herself will fully understand 
who this child is until after Pentecost. 
There are many OT references here. The Messiah would be a 
Nasserite, born in Bethlehem, born in the line of David.
Circumcision was a sign of incorporation into God’s covenant
people. In this case the one receiving the sign was also the 
fulfilment of the sign. 
Jesus birth and his circumcision were the beginning of his 
suffering and his act of taking our place under God’s 
judgement for sin as he identifies fully and in every way with 
us.

Unit two. Day 3 Matthew 2:1 – 15. The
shepherd king.

Questions

1. Where did these Magi or wise men come from?
2. Why do you think that the second group to visit Jesus 

were gentiles? 
3. What is the title they give Jesus when they visit 

Herod?
4. Why was Herod so upset by this visit?
5. Does Herod believe in and trust the truth of God’s 

word?
6. What do the wise men do when they find Jesus?
7. How does this apply in your life as you come to Jesus?

Notes 
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By the time this group visit Jesus, he has been circumcised, 
the family have been to Jerusalem to present the infant in 
the temple and they are living in a house. It is possible that 
Jesus is a toddler and that these men saw the star when 
Jesus was born. It seems that they have taken considerable 
time to make this journey.

There are two prophesies explicitly fulfilled in this text but 
the inclusion of this group of Gentiles is also a fulfilment of 
God’s promise to Abraham to make him a blessing to all 
nations. We also have an allusion to God’s promise to Eve at 
there would be a son born and Satan would strike his heal 
i.e. attempt to kill him.
Cf. Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12: 1 – 3. Jesus is referred to as
both a king and a shepherd in this text. David (OT) also was 
both and so a foreshadowed of Jesus.   

Unit two. Day 4. Mark 1:1 – 11. John the
Baptist and Jesus baptism.

Questions

1. What is John’s task?
2. What is the characteristic of John’s Baptism?
3. How will the baptism that Jesus commands differ?

Cf. John 14:15 - 16.
4. Who is baptized, who descends on Jesus, who speaks?
5. What do we learn about God in these three 

interactions?
6. Did Jesus need to repent of sin?
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7. Why does Jesus go to John for baptism? Hint – see day 
2 for the reason for Jesus circumcision.

Notes

This is the first time that we see the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit so clearly together and interacting with each other.
This baptism by John is not the equivalent of the baptism 
that Jesus commands later for all his followers. 
John is tasked with calling people to repent and in so doing 
acknowledge that they need forgiveness for their sins. This 
baptism is an acknowledgment that cleansing for sin is 
necessary – not a means or symbol of cleansing. 
It points the people to the need for Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
in order to be forgiven and made clean in God’s sight. 
Jesus is baptized in order to fully identify with us. In this act 
of baptism he is looking towards the fact that he will take our
sins on himself. He receives and will receive the forgiveness 
of God the Father for our sin.

Unit two. Day 5. Mark 1: 12 – 20. Jesus
begins his ministry.

Questions

1. Why does God the Holy Spirit send Jesus into the 
desert for 40 days?

2. What does Satan try to do to Jesus? 
3. Why is Satan so focused on getting Jesus to sin? Cf. 

Genesis 3:15.
4.  What is the good news?

9



5. How should people respond to this good news?
6. Jesus chose his followers. Name the first four 

mentioned in this text.
7. What was their livelihood? 
8.  Jesus uses their present occupation as a picture of 

what they will become. What will it mean to fish for 
people? Cf. 14 & 15.

Notes

The Kingdom of God is one of the themes of Mark’s gospel.
The disciples as with the people of Israel were expecting 
someone (the Messiah) in the line of King David to establish 
a kingdom like that of David. The expectation that the 
Messiah would establish a physical earthly kingdom 
pervades the disciples’ interaction with Jesus. 

Their expectation seems to be that Jesus will raise up an 
army, destroy the Roman occupation and establish a physical
kingdom of Israelites. They are constantly surprised and 
puzzled by Jesus seemingly ‘un-kingly’ actions.

Unit two. Day 6. Mark 2:1 – 12. Jesus
forgives sins – the healing of the

paralytic.  

Questions

1. What is Jesus doing at the house?
2. What do you think the friends and the paralysed man 

expected Jesus to do?
3. What does Jesus say to the man?
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4. Did the man do anything to deserve forgiveness?
5. In offering forgiveness Jesus is making a claim about 

himself. What is the claim?
6. How do the teachers of the law respond to what Jesus 

has just done?
7. Jesus then heals the paralytic. Why?
8. What was the response of the people to the healing?
9. Do you know the forgiveness of God? 

 
Notes

Jesus makes himself known by teaching the Word. This 
means that he taught the people what we refer to as the OT.
Jesus purpose in coming to earth was and is to forgive sin. 
This is a great miracle. While Jesus healings were great acts 
of mercy and comfort to those healed, he meets people’s 
real needs by offering forgiveness and ultimately making 
forgiveness possible as he takes on the penalty for our sin.

Houses at this time were flat roofed and made of mud. There
would often be stairs going up onto the roof which was used 
a family space and a space where women could enjoy being 
outside without appearing immodest. 

Unit two. Day 7. Mark 4:1-20. The
purpose of the parables. (Sower and the

seed).

Questions
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Use this table to list the types of soil that the seed falls 
on, how the seed grows and the meaning Jesus gives to 
the story.

Place the seed 
falls

How the seed 
grows

Jesus 
explanation of 
the seed as the 
word of God.

What does this tell us about the kingdom of God?

Notes

Up until now Jesus teachings and demonstrations of his 
power have been mostly public and open to all. 
However there is increasing hostility to him cf. 3:5. This 
parable marks a shift in Jesus ministry. He will focus on 
teaching his disciples. The parables are a way of 
communicating truth to those who are open and 
receptive and a way of shutting out those who refuse to
accept who he is.

Pray for Hindus of South Africa 
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Hinduism is a package of beliefs that can are adapted 
and changed by circumstance, felt need and place. In a 
Hindu home in South Africa you will typically see a god 
shelf or corner, sometimes a whole room. On it will be a
picture or statue of one or more of the forms in which 
they say God resides. E.g. the elephant - Ganesh, the 
monkey - Hanuman, a person with 4 hands - Vishnu. 
There will be a candle or lamp and sometimes a picture 
of Jesus. A plate of food will be offered together with 
prayer each morning. The peacock is sacred and will 
often be found in the grounds of Hindu temples.

Hindus came to South Africa as indentured labourers to 
work the sugar plantations in Natal. Once the contract 
was competed they had the option of going back to 
India or staying as freed labourers. Most of these 
workers were Tamil from the South of India. South 
Africa, especially KZN has the biggest settlement of 
Indians outside of India. 

Pray that God will bring a Hindu into your life in order to
share Jesus with them.
Many Hindus become Christians because of physical 
needs.  They come to Christians to ask Jesus for 
healing. Pray that Christians will be willing to pray with 
Hindus as well as read the gospels with them.
Pray for Hindu background believer churches to be 
connecting with Hindu friends relatives and neighbours.
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Unit two. Day 8. Mark 11:1 - 25. Palm
Sunday and the fig trees.

Questions and notes

1. What are the crowds expecting Jesus to do? Vs 10
2. What did he do? Vs 11

Note: By the end of the day the temple was emptying and it 
seems that he wants to make a point and teach a big 
audience.

3. What is Jesus expecting from the fig tree? 12 – 13.
4. What does he do to the fig tree? 14 & 20

Note. The fig tree is used frequently as a symbol for Israel. 
This is a teaching moment with the disciples – almost the last
time Jesus will have them alone. He ensures that they 
remember this teaching by leaving them puzzled. The clue to
this conversation with the fig tree is in vs 15 – 19.

5. Who does Jesus find in the temple?
6. What was the purpose of the animals in the temple?
7. Who should have been in this part of the temple? Vs 

17

Jesus day of public teaching in the temple marks a turning 
point that is quite intentional on his part. Vs 18.

Notes. Jesus uses the fig tree to encourage his disciples to 
have faith for the ministry that Jesus knows is coming. They 
are to pray with forgiving hearts and trust God for fruit in a 
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spiritual kingdom and to build a new temple that will be 
made up of believing people.

Unit two. Day 9. Mark 14:12 – 31.
Passover (See the whole chapter)

Questions 

1. What is the significance of the Passover meal? Cf. 
Exodus 12.

2. Who is the ultimate Passover lamb? The one who can 
truly cause judgment to pass over us?

3. What does Jesus say about the cup and the bread that 
changes it’s meaning from a remembrance of a past 
event to an event that the disciples need to prepare 
for?

4. Who will be the centre of the coming kingdom?

Notes 

This is Jesus last chance to teach the disciples about the 
kingdom that is to come. He seems to keep the venue secret 
from all except two of them until the last minute. We have 
here a picture of Jesus in complete control of every action of 
everyone, including Judas, involved in his coming death. 

The old covenant was ratified by the death – the shedding of 
blood – of an animal. However animals could never truly 
substitute for a human life. The new covenant is ratified by 
the death of a human – who had to be perfect for the 
covenant to be effective. This promise of entry into the 
kingdom of God can only be fulfilled as God himself becomes
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the lamb, the sacrifice, the way to ensure that the angle of 
death, or eternal separation from God, passes over us.

Unit two. Day 10. Mark 14:43- 65. Jesus
betrayed and trial by the high priest.

Questions

1. Who accompanies Judas?
2. How does Judas indicate which of the group is Jesus?
3. At least one disciple is still expecting Jesus to establish

a political kingdom by force.  What does this disciple 
do?

4. How does Jesus respond?
5. What evidence is there that Jesus deserves to die?
6. What does Jesus say about the temple?
7. Vs 61 – 62. There are 5 titles here. List them.
8. Cf. Exodus 3 vs 14 for the name God gives himself.
9. Why is Jesus condemned to death?

Notes

Jesus is in complete control of every part of his last hours on 
earth. However God still holds those who refuse to recognise 
him, accountable for their actions.

The temple of the Jews was in every way a symbol of the 
coming of Jesus and the need for a perfect human sacrifice 
to deal with sin, to take the penalty of eternal separation 
that is God’s just punishment for rebellion against Him.

Jesus and those who become his followers by accepting who 
he is and what he has done are the new temple – a spiritual 
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temple as the centre of a spiritual kingdom. The kingdom of 
David was just a very imperfect picture of this new soon to 
be perfect kingdom.

Unit two. Day .11. Mark 15:1 -15. Trial by
Pilate, release of Barabbas. 

Questions

1. What is the verdict of the Sanhedrin?
2. What is the charge?
3. Is the charge true? 
4. Is Jesus guilty or innocent?
5. What were the charges against Barabbas?
6. The innocent one gets the death penalty and the 

guilty one goes free. What is the significance of this?
7. Who are guilty of murder in this account?

Notes 

The Sanhedrin were a group of Jewish leaders who had 
considerable influence in interpreting and applying the law 
as outlined in the Bible (OT). They are in no doubt at all that, 
in claiming to be King of the Jews, Jesus is claiming to be the 
Messiah in the line of David and in doing so, claiming to be 
God himself.

The irony is that because the accusations are all true, it 
makes Jesus innocent and the accusers guilty of blasphemy. 

Pilate mocks the idea that this person in front of him is a 
king. The irony here is that Jesus is not only King of the Jews 
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but King of the Romans (including Pilot) as well. Jesus is king 
of Jews, Gentiles and the universe.

Both Jews and Gentiles send Jesus to the cross.

Unit two. Day. 12. Mark 15:16 – 34. Jesus
mocked and crucified.

Questions

1. Do the soldiers understand the implication of the 
charges against Jesus?  How do they demonstrate this 
understanding?

2. Who is guilty of blasphemy here? 
3. What evidence is there, in this passage, that Jesus 

really died?
4. Who dies at the same time as Jesus? What is the 

significance of this? cf. Luke 23:40 – 43.
5. Why do you think God sends darkness over the earth? 
6. What happens at the ninth hour? (Nine hours after 

sunrise)?

Notes

Simon was from Cyrene located in modern day Libya. How 
does this inform the argument that Christianity is a Western 
religion imposed on Africa by colonists.

Many people suffered the horrors of crucifixion. Jesus was not
unique in suffering this excruciating form of the death 
penalty. 
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The unique horror of the cross is in vs 34. The Son and the 
Father are separated for the first time in all eternity. Jesus 
suffers the horror of this separation as he takes the sin of 
humanity on himself.
Jesus could have removed himself from the cross. In doing so
he would have denied us and those mocking him salvation. 
 
However his death and resurrection is a much bigger 
demonstration of his sovereignty than escaping death itself.

Unit two. Day. 13. Mark 15:35 – 47. Jesus
death and burial.

Notes 

The curtain of the temple separated the priests from the 
outer area of the temple and the holy of holies which was a 
symbol of the presence of God with the people. The holy of 
holies was only accessed once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement, by one Levite with lots of sacrifices and in fear of
his life as he entered the presence of a Holy God. 

The priests were busy with the Passover sacrifices which took
place right outside the holy of holies. Remember the sun has 
disappeared for the last three hours (mid-day to 3 o clock)! 
Take a moment to think about the reactions of those in the 
temple at this time.

Questions 

1. In the light of this what is the significance of the 
curtain tearing? 
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2. Who is the first to believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
3. What is the significance of this? Cf. Genesis 12: 3.
4. Who asks to take care of Jesus body?
5. What does this tell us about this Sanhedrin?
6. Is Jesus really dead?
7. Who else witnesses the death?
8. Who attends the burial?
9. Where are the disciples and Jesus brothers?

Unit two. Day 14. Mark 16:1 – 20.
Resurrection and commission.

Questions

1. What surprizes are there when the women arrive at 
the tomb ? (At least 3).

2. What are the women told to do with this discovery?
3. By the time Jesus leaves (ascends) how many people 

have seen him?
4. What are they told to do? Vs. 15.
5. What does this mean for you?
6. How can you be involved in ensuring that people that 

you see every day hear about Jesus?
7. How can you be involved in ensuring that people who 

presently have no contact with a believer, hear about 
Jesus?

Notes 

Jesus resurrection. There are multiple eye witness 
accounts of Jesus resurrection and victory over death. The 
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disciples risked and gave their lives preaching a message 
that is only good news if Jesus really rose from the dead. 
Women. The testimony of women in this culture was 
regarded as unreliable and was not accepted as equal to that
of a man in a court of law. It is therefore very significant that 
the angel and Jesus entrust this message, first, to a group of 
women.
Vs 17 – 18 are probably the reason that this portion is not 
universally accepted as part of Mark’s original text. There is 
a general principle that God is able to protect us as we 
proclaim the gospel. These verses are NEVER to be used as a
test of whether or not someone is a Christian or has faith. 

Unit two. Pray for Hindus in India 

Stats: Hindus – 80%    Muslims – 14.2%
Christians 2.3%
22 official languages. Hindi and English are 
spoken by many, often as a second language or 
language of education.
The world’s largest democracy.

Special festival. Diwali or festival of lights. It is 
celebrated in October or November and characterized 
by lots of firecrackers. It is a time when Hindus seek or 
celebrate special blessings. 

Indians who identify themselves as Christians = 25 – 80
million. 
Hindus are becoming increasingly militant against 
Christians.
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Pray that:-
Hindus will discover that Jesus is the light of the 

world.
God will raise up pastors for growing 

congregations.
God will raise up trainers for church leaders.
There will be an increasing access to the Bible as 
more translations become available – for funding 
to do this.
Hindus will purchase, read and understand the 
exclusive claims of Jesus not just add him to their 
god shelf.
Indians outside of India will be drawn to Christ, 
discipled and go back to India to reach their 
families and colleagues. 

Unit two. Day 15. Acts 1:1 – 11.Jesus final
words and ascension.  

Questions

1. How did Jesus ensure that his followers knew that he 
was alive?

2. What command does Jesus give his followers? Vs. 4.
3. Why must they wait?
4. What they must do after they receive the Holy Spirit? 

vs 8.
5. Vs 6.  What kind of kingdom do they still have in 

mind?
6. Where are they to witness? 
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7. How are you witnessing at home i.e. in your work, with
your friends and in your neighbourhood?

8. How are you witnessing to the world? Consider getting
the prayer letter of a missionary and setting aside 
some of your ministry money to support a worker in 
the, “ends of the earth.”

Notes

Picture the turmoil of the disciples. They walked and served 
with Jesus for three years. They recognised him to be the 
Messiah, promised to rule from the throne of David for ever. 
In their minds this means that Rome will be overthrown. 
They process with Jesus into Jerusalem to the politically 
charged chant of ‘hosanna’. He goes into the temple, turns 
around and goes back up the way they came. Within a few 
days of this he dies and they run for their lives. Then the 
men hear an amazing story that the women have seen him. 
Hope in the demise of Rome is restored. Jesus then tells 
them to tell the world about him and vanishes! Two shiny 
white men announce that Jesus will return again - sometime!

Unit two. Day 16. Acts 2:1- 13. Pentecost

Questions

1. Vs 1,2. Who is present? Cf vs13,14,18.
2. How is the presence of the Holy Spirit made known? 

(Three things)
3. Vs 5. ‘Every nation under heaven’ is probably 

hyperbole and refers to all the nations known by Israel
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at the time. Find the places listed on a map (or 
google).

4. How is God the Holy Spirit made known to these 
nations of the world?

5. How is this a fulfilment of Genesis 12:3?
6. How is this a reversal of Genesis 11? (Read if you have

time)
7. What were Jesus followers supposed to do after the 

arrival of the Holy Spirit? 1:8

Notes

This dramatic visible and audible arrival of the Holy Spirit is a
once off event to show tangibly that after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and the ushering in of the new covenant
the Holy Spirit is present with the church – the people of God.

Tongues means languages. It is evident from the text that 
God gave the miraculous ability to declare the wonders of 
God to every believing Jew in Jerusalem in a language they 
could understand – a heart language. The principle is that 
the message is to be made available in a comprehensible 
way to all the peoples of the world. They are not expected to 
learn Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic in order to hear. Bible 
translation is God’s will.

Unit two. Day 17. Acts 2:14 – 41. 1st
sermon about Jesus – Peter

Questions
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1. Who are the recipients of this first sermon?
2. Who is the message for?
3. What is the promise? Vs 21
4. Make an outline of the main points of this sermon.

Learn the outline and share it with someone.
5. Vs 30. Peter has at last connected Jesus death and 

resurrection with the kingdom prophesies. What does 
this tell us about the place of the Holy Spirit in 
enabling us to understand?

6. Vs 23 and 36. Who is responsible for Jesus death?
7. How are they to respond?
8. Who will receive the Holy Spirit?

Notes

The receipt of the Holy Spirit, speaking in other languages, 
repentance, belief in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and 
baptism are separate but related events. Water baptism is 
the outward, new covenant symbol of an inward event that 
includes the receipt of the Holy Spirit. It replaces 
circumcision.

This miraculous ability to speak in another known language 
is not, in this instance, the outward sign of an inward reality. 
In this amazing birth of the new kingdom, the new temple, 
the church. It is a tool to ensure that the message goes to 
the ends of the earth, immediately as people return after 
Passover.

Unit two. Day 18. Acts 5:1 – 11. Holiness
of the church.
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Questions

1. What does the word ‘also’ vs 1 imply about this group 
of believers? 

2. What do Ananias and his wife decide to do with the 
money from the land?

3. What impression are they trying to give Peter and the 
rest of the believers?

4. What is it that they have done wrong?
5. Why does this cost them their lives?
6. What effect does this have on the church and others?
7. What do we learn about the character of God?

Notes

This is a reminder that all that we have belongs to the Lord 
but he does not compel us to give it away. We can have and 
sell property and decide how to dispose of our money and 
abilities. However we are to be transparent with what we 
have, keep promises and give out of gratitude to God not out
of a desire to impress others. 

The church – the community of believers is one body and in 
this passage and in 4:32 following we have an amazing 
picture of the body functioning as one and as a result 
everyone benefits. In order for everyone to share everything 
there needs to be a high level of trust.

Pray about how you give and serve your motives for serving. 

Unit two. Day 19. Acts 6:8 – 15. 7:54 –
60. First Martyr. Introduction to Saul/Paul 
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Questions and notes

1. Describe the character of Stephen.
2. What do the members of the synagogue of the 

Freedmen do to attempt to silence Stephen?
3. Are the accusations true?
4. Why are they so hostile?

Stephen gives a speech in which he reminds them of the 
story of the Jews to date then ends it with a declaration of 
what they have done with the promises of the OT and the 
Messiah. 7:51 – 53.

5. What and who does Stephen see as he faces death?
6. Is Stephen loosing or gaining life?
7. How does Luke describe the death of a believer?
8. Who is watching?

The proclamation of truth will result in hostility. This is the 
norm. The church is never promised peace and ease on this 
earth. However in this passage we see through Stephen’s 
eyes a glorious future that far surpasses any benefit that 
might come on this earth by keeping quiet. 

9. What does this mean for your life?
10.Should we teach adults and children about Jesus if we 

know that they will be killed for believing?

Unit two. Day 20. Acts 8:1 – 25. The
church scattered.
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Questions

1. What happens to the church? Vs1, 4 cf Acts 1:8
2. What is Saul’s mission?
3. What is significant about Philip gong to Samaria?
4. How did God affirm the message to the Samaritans?
5. How does the city respond to the message?
6. What attracts Simon to this new movement?
7. Is there an outward sign of the receipt of the Holy 

Spirit by baptized Samaritans? 

Notes

The Samaritans were despised by Jews because they were 
considered to be not quite Israelite enough to be considered 
as part of the covenant people. They are however the first 
distinct people group to hear and receive the gospel. 

Acts and the events described in it by Luke is unique. It is a 
history book and a record of first time events. We need to 
recognise that events recorded here are generally 
descriptive not normative. Extra ordinary visible signs affirm 
the truth of a new era, just as they did when the nation of 
Israel was called out of Egypt and moulded in the desert. We 
now have the truth recorded for us in written form – the 
Bible. This is our primary sign.

Unit two. Day 21. Acts 9:1 – 19.
Conversion of Saul/Paul. 

Questions
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1. What kind of person is Saul?
2. How does God reveal himself to Saul?
3. Does Saul recognise him at first?
4. What does God do to press home that Jesus and the 

God of the Jews is the same person?
5. How does God answer the prayers of Saul?
6. What does Ananias say and do with Saul?
7. How does God affirm to Saul that something has 

changed spiritually?

Notes

Again we have visible signs affirming a spiritual reality. 
Remember that there is still no written record of Jesus life or 
the growth of the early Church. We, now, have the enormous
privilege of having the teaching of the early church in a form 
that we can read or hear explained multiple times as we first 
begin to understand the good news then grow in our faith.

It is significant that God uses a person – Ananias – to explain 
to Saul the meaning of what has happened. It is through this 
obedience and testimony that Saul sees, physically and 
spiritually. Believers are the way the world will hear and 
understand who Jesus is.

Pray for Gujarati Hindus of S hemisphere.

The Gujarati are predominantly Hindu 88% but many 
are Muslim. They have strong political, economic 
religious and social influence in countries such as Fiji, 
Australia, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Peru and Malawi. The 
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Gujarati of South Africa are a different ‘higher’ cast than
the Tamil who are the dominant Hindu group in South 
Africa. Gujarati are a small but significant group in 
South Africa that is unreached by the dominantly Tamil 
Hindu background Church in areas where they live. 
They are generally self-sufficient and economically 
stronger which makes it harder to reach them.

Pray for:-

Meaningful and creative ways to engage Gujarati in 
gospel conversations.
For God in his mercy to seek Guajarati and draw them 
to himself.
For Christians who work with and live next door to 
Gujarati to be open to God the Holy Spirit leading them 
into conversations about Jesus.
For a God given dissatisfaction with Hinduism or Islam 
that causes them to be open to God speaking into their 
lives. 

Unit two. Day 22. Romans 2:12 - 13.
Romans 3:10 – 26. Sin 

Questions

2:12, 13. 
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1. What is the consequence of failing to live according to 
God’s standards?

2. Is it possible to obey the law?

3:10 – 26
3. Are humans capable of being righteous?
4. Do humans seek God?
5. What is the purpose of the law?
6. Was Saul seeking God? Who initiated the encounter 

that led to Saul believing?

7. Who alone is righteous?
8. How do we receive this righteousness?
9. What is the result of sin?
10.How does God demonstrate his justice?

Notes

The term righteous means to be completely without sin or as
holy as God himself.
To fall short has the idea of aiming at a target and never 
hitting it.  At the time this was written the use of a bow and 
arrow was common (there were no guns) and an arrow that 
did not reach the target ‘fell short’. The arrow here does not 
even reach the target let alone hit the bull’s eye.

Unit two. Day 23. Romans 5:1 – 11.
Justified by faith

Questions

1. Outline the sequence in 1 – 5.
2. What must we accept in order to be justified?
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3. What is the result of our justification?
4. What is so amazing about Jesus death?
5. How does God show his love for us?
6. What is the consequence of not being justified?

Is this fair?
7. What does the term reconciliation tell us about our 

relationship with God?

Notes

The term justify is a legal term meaning to be made right or 
given a right standing. So in this context to be justified 
means to be made as if we have not sinned or to be declared
sinless. Although we are not actually without sin God has 
given us – or credited us – with the righteousness of Jesus. 
4:22.

We are justified – given right legal standing - and saved from 
the wrath of God but God does not leave it there. Jesus death
and resurrection also ensured that we are reconciled. We are 
bought into relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit who are in perfect relationship. We become a part of 
this perfect relationship on the basis of Jesus taking our sin. 
This enables us to grow in Christian community that in turn 
reflects something of the character of God to outsiders.

Unit two. Day 24. Romans 8: 28 – 39. God
is for us.

Questions 
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1. List the chain of events in 28 – 30.
2. Who is responsible for our salvation?
3. Will everything that happens to us be good?
4. How does God use bad things that happen to us?
5. How has God demonstrated his love for us?
6. How is this a comfort when everything around us 

seems to be falling apart?
7. What has Jesus done for us and what is he doing now?
8. Make a list of the things that will not separate us from 

God.
9. Is there anything that we should fear for ourselves or 

others other than the wrath of God?
10.Take time to outline all that we have learned so far 

about each of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Notes
 
We are never promised a life without struggles on this side of
death. However we are promised that God is present with us 
in all that happens and that, for the believer, God will bring 
good or cause good in the believer in the midst of or through
struggles. 

In the midst of trouble, famine, persecution, poverty and 
danger God is with us at work in us.

Unit two. Day 25. 1 Pet 4:12 – 19.
Suffering.

33



Questions

1. Is Peter addressing believers or unbelievers here?
2. What kinds of actions deserve ‘suffering’?
3. What is happening to the Christian community?
4. Why? What are they doing to attract suffering?
5. How is the believer to respond to suffering that comes 

as a result of being a Christian?
6. In the light of what we read concerning the horrors of 

Jesus death, do we ever fully participate in the 
suffering of Christ?

7. How is God named or described here?
8. Why is this reminder significant in the context of 

suffering?

Notes

Suffering results from sin. It is a consequence of rebellion 
and may be a warning from God. Peter points out that 
though Christians are declared righteous we still suffer the 
consequences of a fallen sinful world. Bad things happen to 
good people, sometimes because they are good.

This passage looks towards the second coming of Jesus and 
the revelation of his full glory.

Unit two. Day 26. 1 John 1:5 – 2:6.
Assurance of forgiveness. 

Questions
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1. How is God described here?
2. There are 6 ‘if we’ statements.

What does each one teach us?
3. There are two ‘if’ statements.

What do they tell you?
4. What is the promise of vs 9?
5. What are the characteristics of a Christian listed in this

text?
6. What is Jesus role here?
7. What is the consequence of walking in the light? Vs 7.
8. Is it possible to be a lone Christian and walk in the 

light?

Notes 

We are saved into and for community. First to be in 
community with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Then 
with each other. Walking in the light includes walking with 
other light bearers. 

There are however contexts where Christians cannot easily 
identify other Christians or meet with them. Sometimes a 
believer might not know of any other believer within walking 
distance. 

Give praise for the enormous freedoms and privilege that we 
have in a country where we can meet easily and have a 
choice of church communities that we can join.
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Unit two. Day 27. Rev 5:9 – 14. Every
tribe and nation represented in the

kingdom. 

Questions

1. Vs 9,10. Who are the ‘they’ the 24 elders singing to?
2. What are they saying about this ‘worthy one’?
3. Who is the worthy one?
4. Who did he purchase? 
5. How does this link with the command to the church to 

go the whole earth with the message of Jesus?
6. What is the function of a priest? Cf. 1:6.
7. Can we fulfil the function of a priest in isolation from 

others (Christians and non Christians).
8. What is the lamb worthy to receive? (At least 7 things)

Notes 

A king who serves is not the picture we have of the rulers of 
nations. Remember the disciples of Jesus expected Jesus to 
demonstrate his power by overthrowing Rome and becoming
a more powerful ruler than King David by exercising power 
on behalf of the restored kingdom of Israel. 

Instead Jesus overcomes sin. He rules by serving.
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Unit two. Day 28. Rev 21:1 – 8. The new
heavens and the new earth. Creation

restored. 

Questions

1. How is the Holy City described?
2. Who is at the centre of this city?
3. Why is this remarkable?
4. What will life in this Holy City be like?
5. Who are the citizens?
6. Who are excluded?

Notes 

Jerusalem with the temple at its centre was an imperfect 
picture of God’s kingdom with Christ at the centre. The New 
Jerusalem encompasses the whole of creation and includes 
all believers past, present and future. It is about people and 
relationships not buildings. There is a sense of present 
kingdom and a fuller more perfect future kingdom here.

The term translated men in vs 3 is a term referring to all 
humans. 
The term son when it obviously refers to men and women 
leads us to ask why not use a more inclusive term. Child 
would imply that we become infants again. In this culture 
daughters, even adult daughters had the status of children. 
By including women in the category ‘sons’ women in the NT 
are included as equals in the kingdom. Men and women have
the same status and inheritance – always.
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Pray for Hindu background Christians.

Around October 8 each year some Hindu women 
celebrate the festival of Karwa (clay pot) Chauth (forth),
indicating the fourth day of a waning moon. On this day
women fast and pray for their husbands. They will get 
up before sunrise to eat and drink, dress in their best 
clothes and gather with other women in the house of a 
respected woman elder. They will pray, share a small 
gifts and break the fast together after dark.

Kalash became a Christian soon after her husband. She 
decided to use this custom to share her faith and 
encourage Christians to fast and pray for their 
husbands. She invited friends to her home, told them of
the need for living water and told the story of Jesus 
meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. (John 4:4ff). 
At the end she gave each guest a small pot as a 
reminder to thirst for God.

Pray for many women to be introduced to Jesus in this 
way.
Pray for Indian Christian families to be lights and have 
courage in the face of growing persecution and hostility.
Pray that God will give you a Hindu work colleague or 
neighbour that you can get to know and share about 
the light of the world at Diwali or the need for spiritual 
bread and living water.
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Unit two. Day 29. 
Psalm 3. 2 Samuel 15:14 - 17

1. Vs 1&2. How does the psalmist feel?
 When did you last feel like this?

2. Vs 3 ‘But’ always indicates a contrast – what is the 
contrast?

3. 3 – 6. What do we learn about God here?
How does this help you manage stress and pressure in
your daily life?

4. How does God rescue David?
5. How does God rescue his people in the story of the Old

Testament?

6. Read Matthew 27:43. Does God rescue Jesus?
7. What is the significance of this?
8. How has God rescued us?

9. Who are God’s people?
10.Where are God’s people?

Pray for brothers and sisters in your close community, your 
city, your nation and the world. Pray especially for the 
persecuted church such as this Ukrainian Christian leader 
who said, “My parents taught me to suffer for Christ”.
How do Psalms 1 – 3 impact your understanding and 
response to this statement.
Pray for families in this country.
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Unit two. Day 30. Psalm 22:1 - 18 

Read this section twice.

First – 

Put yourself in the place of David, who wrote this as a cry to 
God in the midst of trouble.

1. How does David feel about God?
2. How does he feel about himself?
3. What does this tell you about how you can talk to 

God?

Second – 

Read it through the lens of Jesus last hours on the cross. 
4. Which parts of this Psalm does Jesus use to cry out to 

God?
5. Which parts are used by others to mock and scorn 

Jesus? 

We can and should use the Psalms to give voice to how we 
feel. God hears and Jesus has experienced everything and 
more than we will ever experience.

40



Unit two. Day 31. Psalm 22:19 – 31 

This section includes:-

Declarations to God concerning his character.
Requests or petitions to God to help the psalmist.
Exhortations to those hearing or reciting the psalm.
Declarations about the future.

Try to identify and summarize these threads.

There is a message to the descendants of Jacob (by 
implication David’s family) and a message to the 
nations of the world.

Summarize these.

Who is in charge of the nations?

What is our responsibility in ensuring that the nations 
will bow to God as their saviour not as their judge?
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Help the nations hear.  Partner with a gospel 
worker.

These notes are provided with the prayer that God will use 
them in your life. Many people (nations) do not have this 
privilege and will only hear if someone steps out of their own
culture and across a language or geographic barrier to bring 
them the message of hope.

In the church we tag these people ‘missionaries’. While it is 
the church’s responsibility to send out missionaries, churches
recognise that specialist help is needed to do this and so 
make use of mission agencies such as SIM (Serving in 
Mission). These agencies are not employers. They do not 
have funds. They facilitate sending. All missionaries in 
mission agencies need to be funded from somewhere. So … 
Perhaps you would like to be involved in reaching the nations
by partnering with someone in prayer and financially. 
Here are two possible partners.

Sandy Willcox. SIM. Sandy.willcox@sim.org. Training future 
missionaries, discipling students and reaching the nations in 
South Africa. 

Tanya. SIM. Unreached country. irenegrassess@gmail.com 
Irene will screen and forward emails.
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Banking for either of the above. SIM Southern Africa, 
Standard Bank. Code. 025609. Account no 072877014. 
Reference:-
your surname + 46839 for Tanya

         or 60222 for Sandy
Email za.finances@sim.org after the first donation to 
ensure correct allocation.

Make contact with the person (email to say hi) so that 
you can get their newsletter. 
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