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Is there evidence for God or is belief in God 

just another archaic superstition that has no 

place in our sophisticated modern world? 

These are contentious questions that will receive

numerous responses. The naturalist would 

respond with a no in hope to affirm a godless 
philosophy. Alternatively, a Christian apologist, 
one who gives evidence and reasons for belief, 
would say yes. Still others would disagree on what 
type of God or gods they believe in. However, 
few would disagree that this is perhaps the most 
important existential question anyone could ask.

Since becoming an apologist I’ve witnessed 
how many people who claim to believe in God 

do not actually know why they do or, if pressed, 

they cannot offer reasons for their belief. For any 
critical thinker this is deemed problematic. How 
does someone put so much devotion into a 

belief  system  if  they  do  not  actually know if that

their belief system corresponds to reality?

Think of it like this. You are willing to put down a 
huge sum of money on a nice house, however, 
the estate agent fails to justify the price expect-
ed for the house. In fact, the house is scarcely 

worth half of the demanded price. 

Thus, in applying common sense one would 
quite naturally refrain from committing to pur-
chasing the house. We could extend this into 
other spheres of life too though I think the anal-
ogy suffices. 

However, it is clear that religions and belief in 
God are far too often exempt from this critical 

reflection. Most people simply believe without 
evidence or reason, and that is positively worry-

ing. There are reasons for this that could range 
from societal, cultural and familial pressures, 

and to the emotional makeup of human beings 
chasing after purpose and meaning in life.

A most vivid example of a lack of critical 

reflection was best seen when I visited a large 
Christian bookstore very recently. Christian 

bookstores, especially this one, are packed with 

books on how to live the Christian life, how to 

emulate Jesus himself, or on how to make the 

most of one’s life in a God-honouring way. For 
the Christian these are all very good and very 
necessary things, and Christianity would be 
far worse off without them. However, often this 
comes to the detriment of the apologetics genre 
which is isolated to but a handful of shelves.
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