
Youth unemployment needs a closer eye
OPINION / 14 AUGUST 2017, 09:38AM / RUDY OOSTERWYK

JOBLESS: Approximately 9 million people are unemployed in South Africa, 3.3 million of them are young 

people between 15 and 24, the writer says.Picture: EPA

A captured political economy remains one of the greatest human rights violations in post-apartheid 
South Africa. The result of a “captured state” is starkly reflected in the 48000 jobs lost in the period 
December 2016 to March this year.

Similarly, it is of concern that the already high youth unemployment rate in South Africa increased 
to 55.9% in the second quarter of 2017 from 54.3% in the first quarter of 2017. This statistic gloss-
es over the fact that of the approximately 9 million unemployed individuals in South Africa, 3.3 
million are young people between 15 and 24.

Compounding the alarming rate of youth unemployment is our current state of formal recession, 
which we will recover from only over a number years. There is simply no economic or political 
stimulus, given an economic growth rate of less than 3% a year, or indeed a private public social 
compact, that will mitigate against this trend.

This means that the objective set out in the National Development Plan (NDP) that the unemploy-
ment rate should fall from 24.9% in 2012 to 6% in 2030 is, kindly put, an unreachable target. This 
would require the creation of a staggering 11 million jobs, up from a total employment number of 13 
to 24 million, by 2030. We have only 13 years to meet this target,meaning we need to create more 
than 1 million secure jobs every year. That is 83000 new jobs a month, every month for the next 13 
years. Somehow, I don’t see it happening.

Given this outlook, and the fact that the demand for skilled labour means that those with a post-sec-
ondary qualification are far more likely to find employment than those with only a matric certificate, 
a certain boldness is required in re-imagining higher education provision. It simply cannot be busi-
ness as usual. If the government had to fund all new entrants into higher education during the 2016 
academic year, it would have cost R51 billion. 

ISSUE 1 | 14


