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Okay, not exactly, but welcome to the first edition of this year's
I'm really excited to give our students the opportunity to get in
touch with their inner Jeremy Maggs, and give you stories from
their perspectives. This is a platform for our students to have

students_of_cornerstone_

their voices heard on matters going on around us, and my hope
is that it starts up some conversation whether you are on
campus or not  so get talking!

Students of Cornerstone

Enjoy this first edition; there'll be plenty more where this came
from :)
Khalipha Ntloko  Coeditor

@cistudentchat

Zuma
Debacle
Continues
By Kamillah Botman
Image courtesy of
mybroadband.co.za
JOHANNESBURG – The 1st of April
2016 was marked by an official
presidential speech by President Jacob
Zuma. Initially, it was easy to dismiss
the announcement as an
April Fool’s Day hoax, until the normal
broadcasting was promptly interrupted
at 19h00. Anticipation grew with the
realisation that it was an official
announcement, and expectation
was that the president would
announce that he could no longer
ignore public outcry for his resignation.
And that that broadcast would end
with an announcement of an acting
president. But this was certainly not the
case.
President Zuma started off by
applauding the Constitutional Court
and the office of the Public Protector,
Thuli Mandonsela, for not only a job
well done, but ensuring that the true
meaning of democracy was enforced.
He assured the public that he
welcomes the ruling by the
Constitutional Court, which found on
Thursday that Zuma and the National
Assembly had defied the Constitution,
when they decided to set aside the
findings of the report based on a probe
by the Public Protector into the nonsecurity upgrades at Zuma’s Nkandla
home. Zuma assured the public that it
was always his intention to pay for the
non-security work, provided that an
accurate investigation was conducted
by the appropriate investigation
bodies.

These non-security upgrades at Nkandla
were found to be worth millions, and
included a visitor's centre, an
amphitheatre, chicken run, cattle kraal
and swimming pool, among other
things. Zuma defended his actions by
saying that he had not deliberately
violated the Constitution and never
meant any disrespect to Madonsela's
office. He further continued by saying
that his actions were a result of a
different legal approach and legal
advice.

Tweets from EFF's Mbuyiseni
Ndlozi stated that Zuma’s
explanation was unacceptable
and read: "If u kill someone, u are
guilty & must serve time in prison,
even if u did not intend to kill
them. Zuma insults the
intelligence of Mzansi."
All this said, Zuma was able to
dodge another proverbial bullet
and only time will tell what will
happen to our charismatic and
colourful president.

Zuma assured the public that his actions
were the result of advice based on good
faith and that he had no intention to
subvert the Constitution. He concluded
his speech by apologising, not for the
millions of rands spend on non-security
upgrades at Nkandla, but rather that this
matter has been so confusing and had
taken so long to conclude. Needless to
say, many South Africans were
"Zuma insults the intelligence of
disappointed with the presidential
announcement and especially since no
real plan of action was outlined.
This disappointment reverberated
throughout South Africa and was
evident in comments from the various
political parties, with the Inkatha
Freedom Party stating: “At the very least
South Africa deserved an unreserved
apology, without a lengthy explanation
of why the president feels he has at no
point done anything wrong... The IFP is
deeply disappointed."

mzansi."
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We shouldn’t deny that transformation
in our sports is a core issue in our
country. I also believe that such a radical
move by Mbalula will force the gears to
grind for those who have not put
transformation on their radars. What is
quite eye-opening, however, is the
abruptness of his decision.

Mbalula's
Bombshell
WAS IT THE RIGHT
MOVE?

By James Bishop
Image courtesy of news24.com
In recent news sports Minister Fikile Mbalula
has banned the hosting of major sporting events
by South African Rugby Union (SARU), Cricket
South Africa (CSA), Athletics South Africa (ASA)
and others. This is because of sluggish
transformation, says Mbalula.
“I have therefore resolved to revoke the
privilege of Athletics South Africa, Cricket South
Africa, Netball South Africa, and South African
Rugby to host and bid for major and mega
international tournaments in the Republic of
South Africa as a consequence of the
aforementioned federation, not meeting their
own set transformation targets with immediate
effect”
But was this the right move?

It will appear to many that Mbalula is
only banning our major sporting codes
because they are too white, which is how
it will be perceived by many South
Africans. Such an abrupt act will only
tend to manufacture further tension
within these sporting bodies. And as
noted elsewhere, players of colour will
question their positions in teams: “Am I
only playing wing defense because I’m
black?” “Am I starting prop forward
because of merit and deserving of this
spot?” “Am I only the opening bowler
because my team mates are white?”
Thus, however we look at it, Mbalula’s
decision will further polarize our already
polarized nation along racial lines. It is
also a severe tarnishing of our sporting
environments which in itself produces a
grossly unattractive prospect for our
aspiring, upcoming sports stars
independent of their skin colour. How
shall this benefit our country at all?
It also appears silly to ban SARU’s
hosting of major sporting events since it
is has been our rugby side that has
brought home two World Cups! Now
because of Mbalula’s move South
Africa’s bid to host the 2023 World Cup
is dubious. Consider the financial impact
of this decision. The Rugby World Cup in
England brought in over $239 million
(R3.4 billion) in total revenue, with some
of that revenue being injected into
England’s economy. South Africa, should
we host a World Cup, won’t bring in as
much profit as England did due to global
centrality. But the point is that money
could be injected into an economy that
requires it. However, Mbalula’s decision
has severed this opportunity. Was the
decision wise in hindsight of this? Surely
not.

Also consider Mbalula’s
sincerity. Last year, in support
mode, he was prominent at the
sending off of our country’s
cricket and rugby teams to
their respective World Cups.
However, fast forward mere
months and we have him
banning these sporting bodies
overnight. How shall we relate
Mbalula’s two performances?
On one hand he expresses
support while on the other he
bans them overnight. Did
Mbalula really care how our
teams would perform at their
World Cups? Or is
instantaneous transformation
more important than South
Africa’s sporting success? Was
Mbalula’s presence at send-off
only out of occupational
obligation? His sincerity is very
questionable.
However, though slow,
transformation has not been
ignored. SARU’s CEO, Jurie
Roux, is serious of the need to
address “the issue of
transformation” and that they
have “more work to do and we
could be moving faster, but our
sport has undergone a major
overhaul in how we do
business and how we measure
ourselves in the past two or
three years and we have
definitely made great
progress.”
Obviously these efforts aren’t
appreciated by Mbalula;
instead, Mbalula wants results
and he wants them now.
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Cornerstone was recently a buzzed
with the news that it was now
offering a Bachelor in Psychology
(BPsych) degree accredited by the
HPCSA.
After the initial excitement died
down, confusion hit me, as I couldn’t
fully comprehend how it differs
from the BA Psych Honours that I
am currently completing.
So I decided to delve deeper into it
and get the “low down” and
hopefully ease the confusion….so
here goes.
In order to be selected for the
BPsych Honours programme,
students go through a rigours
interview process and once selected,
the program comprises of one year
and 6 months full time studying.
First year modules are
Psychopathology, Research Methods
and Statistics, Psychological
Interventions, Counselling Skills and
Theories and Personality Theories,
consisting of 100 credits.

To BPsych
or Not To
BPsych
That is the question
By Kamillah Botman
Photograph by Khalipha Ntloko

Once completed the student
progresses to the second year,
which is spent completing the
Independent Research project in a
community setting and a 6 month
practicum.
Upon completion, students are
eligible to write the board exam at
the HPCSA, allowing them to qualify
to become registered counsellors. As
registered counsellors, students are
able to counsel individuals and
claim from medical aid for the
service rendered as registered
counsellors.

"It has been a long journey,
but we look forward to
equipping the students to
make a real difference with
the psychosocial and mental
health challenges facing our
communities."

This is different to the BA Psych
Honours, in that it is more theoretically
orientated, it does not allow registration
with a professional statutory body once
completed, however it does allow you
to pursue further studies in psychology
and post graduate programmes.
Students interested in pursuing a
Masters degree are more likely to
complete the BA Psych Honours
programme, as the BPsych Honours
comprises of psychoeducational work
and provides the student with
counselling exposure. Ultimately your
career goal will determine, which
particular stream you are going to
select.
The career profile for a student that
completes the BPsych programme is
that of a counsellor, allowing them to
see clients in private practise, to work
in NGO’s and even in certain school
settings, as the Education Department
has made several positions available for
registered counsellors. The BPscyh
Honours programme provides an
alternative for students studying
psychology, as only a hand full of
students across the country is selected
annually at the various universities into
the Masters programme in psychology
allowing them ultimately to become
registered psychologist.
All the excitement around the BPscyh
Honours programme is encapsulated in
Geraldine Franciscus, the Head of the
Psychology Department, at
Cornerstone’s statement: “Cornerstone
Institute is extremely excited to offer
the Bpsych programme it has been a
long journey but we look forward to
equipping the students to make a real
difference with the psychosocial and
mental health challenges facing our
communities”.
In conclusion it is refreshing to know
that instead of just being content with
the current offering in terms of
academia at Cornerstone, we are
currently staying abreast of changes in
the industry, allowing us to stay
relevant and to be second to none.
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Oh Snap!

It’s wonderful when any individual
decides to pursue a dream;
education allows us all to make our
dreams a reality. At Cornerstone,
many individuals are able to study
from anywhere in the world and
that’s what makes study life at
Cornerstone so amazing. The motto
“Learn to change the world” is so
fitting because it can be done from
almost anywhere in the world.
For those of us who know, distance
learning can be extremely
challenging, yet Cornerstone has
bridged the gap and made it possible
for any individual to be a part of the
distance learning programmes.
Although students who are part of
distance learning courses don’t
necessarily receive the same human
interaction as students who are
based on campus, the online
community has made it possible to
connect students and lecturers from
across the board.

Students have shared with us their
wonderful experiences with the
Cornerstone distance learning family;
these are students from different parts
of South Africa and even the world,
who take pride in studying the various
distance learning programmes.

FROM A
DISTANCE

As distance learners, we have
experienced the family bond that
Cornerstone offers, the course content
is enriching, and the lecturers are
accessible and easy to communicate
with. The online learning platform
makes it possible for distance learners
to communicate with fellow students
and this creates a wonderful classroom
atmosphere.

BY MONIQUE MOODY

One thing we as distance learners have
to keep in mind is that time
management is vital – assignments
should be scheduled in advance and
emails should be checked regularly,
and this highlights an important aspect
of personal responsibility, which in
turn will promote good time
management.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
KHALIPHA NTLOKO
As a whole – it is delightful to see that an
institution is so eager in motivating learners
to become successful in life and their careers.
The positive feedback has urged learners to
perform at their best even though the
thought of distance learning was a bit
alarming at first.
We thank the lecturers for being so flexible
and easy to communicate with. It has
certainly made our experience more
worthwhile.
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Secular vs Religion
James Bishop writes on secular challenges confronting
Christian psychology students
Theology involves lots of reading. Every week we
are required to read chapters of books authored by
theologians and biblical scholars, and then
summarize them into no more than 250 words (tough
task considering the amount of information within a
chapter or two). However, one reading authored by
Christian psychologist Eric Johnson for the Journal
of Psychology and Christianity was particularly
enlightening.
His goal is to illumine challenges that secular
education has for aspiring Christian psychologists,
and how they should focus on maximal integration.
Maximal integration is the attempt to fully integrate
Christian beliefs within one’s career. However,
challenges arise when the Christian psychologist is
subjected to imposed secular values. Essentially,
secularism relegates religion from public &
psychology discourse. In other words, a Christian
psychologist cannot inform her patient that his
depression is a product of a fallen world as outlined
in Genesis 3. That, according to secular principles, is
not allowed because that’s just religious stuff.
However, the great irony is that secularism is an
exclusive doctrine itself. It imposes its ideology of
ridding religion from discourse on students. It even
asks that believers, such as Christians or Muslims,
adopt a worldview that they don’t even believe in
(one that certainly conflicts with their religious
worldview). Should a professional Christian
psychologist refuse to bow secular demands, she will
not be in clinical practice for very long. Sadly,
however, the secular psychologist (an atheist
naturalist, for example) gets a free pass on imposing
his secular values on patients. This would strike one,
especially as a Christian, as unfair. Unfortunately
many Christians are oblivious to secular values
which, in turn, may result in “Christian/Secular
syncretism” whereby Christians unconsciously
accept opposing secular principles.

I pieced this together and realized that our psychology
education at Cornerstone (where the majority of lecturers
and students are Christians) is secular based. This is
noticeably problematic given the truth of the Christian
worldview for we are impugning Christian truth with secular
values. Nowhere in our textbooks is the doctrine of original
sin or salvation mentioned. Nowhere is God, Jesus or
demons or any other biblical supernatural entity mentioned
at all. But in the Christian worldview, these beings exist and
they have influence on our lives. Knowing this, should they
then be mentioned? Thus Christian psychology students are
taught how to spiritually nurture those who require it most. A
practical result of this is Dissociative Integration whereby a
Christian psychologist embodies Jesus’ essence of love,
compassion, and mercy, yet avoids sharing such a
message. Again, Jesus is just religious stuff. He’s not
allowed into the conversation.
I took this complication to two psychology lecturers of whom
both are Christian. One is involved in clinical psychology
while the other focuses on research psychology. They were
invited to speak to our theology class and I inquired of them
how they deal with the imposing secular values in their
careers. Unfortunately, they did not really answer my
question which was understandable given the class situation
as one needs time to dialogue on this topic.
I further noted another phenomenon that Johnson aptly
diagnosed known as Dual Allegiance. Here, for example, the
Christian psychologist embraces both secular and Christian
values and I noted this in one of our assignments. For this
assignment I interviewed a third psychologist on a
fragmented versus integrated perspective of psychology.
What I found was that she embraced Dual Allegiance as well
as, interestingly enough, imposed her Christian values
indirectly in her secular practice. She viewed a particular
practice, not uncommon among psychologists, as unbiblical
for several reasons. This belief of hers followed through into
her actual sessions with clients, and thus demonstrated how
real the conflict is between Christian and secular values in
psychology.
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SPOTLIGHT ON...

Shedding light and zooming in on
our awesome students

"James is a graduate from Vega School of Brand Leadership
specialising in Multimedia Design and Brand Communications.
He is currently enrolled at Cornerstone Institute studying
Theology and majoring in Psychology. His theological interests
encompass comparative religion and the links between science
and religion. James also loves going to the movies with his
friends or playing a competitive round of minigolf. He enjoys
sports in general and is also an avid watcher of Super Rugby. He
is further a passionate blogger at his site James Bishop’s
Theology & Apologetics where he stands up and defends
Christian truth in an age of increasing skepticism. You can also
catch him at his personal blog TheRamblingBishop.”
"Hi there! Name's Emmanuel Meyer. I'm a 2nd year
majoring in Sociology and Community
Development. The struggle is real! 2nd year is no
joke. I spend endless hours working on
assignments and papers. I have one enemy 
procrastination. I am madly in love with Jesus, to
Him I owe everything. I play the acoustic and
electric guitar, and I sing. Favourite things to do
include chilling with my family, worshipping God
through music and going on cool dates with my
awesome, beautiful girlfriend  yes ladies, I'm taken
forever. Community is what I'm about, as well as
helping the helpless.

COMING SOON!
25 May  Student Forum
07 June  #YouthAreReal Dialogue
Discussion
Term 3  International Cultural Day
Term 3  Boerewors Roll Sale
Term 4  Golf Day

EXAM TIME
Its that time of the semester where procrastination
isn't allowed. Good luck to all students writing exams
soon; here's a few helpful tips :)

Image courtesy of cxcstore.com
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