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EDITOR’S
NOTE
Another year, another new edition
of the student newsletter, “On The
Corner”. This newsletter is a space
for our students to have their voices
heard on matters going on around
us, to get conversations going, and
to get you thinking.
The theme is “Fresh Start”, and with
a new year comes a clean slate for
you to set new goals, aim higher
and do more. This year is your fresh
start - what will you do with it?

/cornerstoneinstitute

cornerstone.insititute

Enjoy this edition, and do engage with us on our social media
platforms! We love to hear from you!
Khalipha Ntloko - 2017 Editor

How To
Make A
Fresh
Start
by Kirstin

Schumacher

Sometimes in life, we feel the need to start
over, but oftentimes, we struggle to do that.
I know I do. We all have these little quirks
that can hold us back from reaching our
potential. We’ve all been there, and we all have
felt the need to change at some point. But
how can we make these changes healthy and
productive? I’ve put together a few steps that
may help you get to where you want to go.
Step 1: Let go of the things that are holding
you back
Often I find myself in the position of being held
back from making a change. I desperately want
to move forward and change my life, but I just
can’t. There are often moments and times when
you will experience things that you can’t change
and you need to embrace this with open arms.
One of the happiest moments in life is when you
let go of the things that you can’t change. And
sometimes, the things that we want to change
but can’t, are the things that hold us back. Let
go! It might end up being the best thing you do
for yourself.
Step 2: Don’t be afraid of change
In fact, embrace it. I know this might not sound

like the easiest thing to do, but stepping out
of your comfort zone is a big deal. There’s no
guarantee that things will automatically be better for you, but there are only a few moments in
your life when you have the chance to change
what’s happening in your life. These opportunities don’t come around often, so when you
get it, seize it with both hands and don’t let go.
You need to be able to take that risk, no matter
how calculated it is. Look change in the eye and
say “I’m coming for you”, and have the courage
to embrace it and the bravery to jump into life
head first.
Step 3: Do what makes you happy
When you start to do things that make you
happy, it will be easier to have a fresh start.
You’ll have more confidence in what you’re
good at and what you enjoy, and you’ll be able
to go at it full speed ahead. Don’t sit around
and continually force yourself to do things you
don’t like. It can be disparaging and gives you a
sense of feeling stuck. Take every moment you
can to explore and find yourself. Find out what
makes you happy, And whatever you do, don’t
sit around and wait for happiness to find you
because, friend, you’ll be waiting forever.
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Step 4: Focus on possibilities
When you focus on your problems, you’ll end
up with more problems. But when you focus on
possibilities, you’ll end up with opportunities.
Use these opportunities to transform yourself.
Become the person who you want to become.
Just don’t try and be someone who you’re not;
that defeats the purpose of starting afresh.
Possibilities are everywhere; you need to know
where to look for them. And don’t stop trusting
in the magic that comes with a new beginning.

Do something that will make you look in
the mirror and say “Atta girl” or “Way to go
dude!” You are the only person in charge
of your life so make what you do count. If you
don’t want to do something, that’s fine. But
whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly and never give up on your dreams, no matter how weird
it may be. Make yourself proud.
There are endless ways to make a fresh start,
and some people will do it differently to others.
If you happen to be searching for that one person who can change your life, just look in the
mirror. It all starts with you.

Step 5: Make yourself proud
We’ve all heard the saying “Make your mama
proud!” But what about making yourself proud
for a change?

So tomorrow is the first blank page of your 365
book...
Write a good one!
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A Fresh Start to an
Intellectual Journey
C A N B E L I E F I N G O D B E E V I D E N C E B A S E D?
by James Bishop
Is there evidence for God or is belief in God
just another archaic superstition that has no
place in our sophisticated modern world?
These are contentious questions that will receive
numerous responses. The naturalist would
respond with a no in hope to affirm a godless
philosophy. Alternatively, a Christian apologist,
one who gives evidence and reasons for belief,
would say yes. Still others would disagree on what
type of God or gods they believe in. However,
few would disagree that this is perhaps the most
important existential question anyone could ask.
Since becoming an apologist I’ve witnessed
how many people who claim to believe in God
do not actually know why they do or, if pressed,
they cannot offer reasons for their belief. For any
critical thinker this is deemed problematic. How
does someone put so much devotion into a
belief system if they do not actually know if that
their belief system corresponds to reality?
Think of it like this. You are willing to put down a
huge sum of money on a nice house, however,
the estate agent fails to justify the price expected for the house. In fact, the house is scarcely
worth half of the demanded price.

Thus, in applying common sense one would
quite naturally refrain from committing to purchasing the house. We could extend this into
other spheres of life too though I think the analogy suffices.
However, it is clear that religions and belief in
God are far too often exempt from this critical
reflection. Most people simply believe without
evidence or reason, and that is positively worrying. There are reasons for this that could range
from societal, cultural and familial pressures,
and to the emotional makeup of human beings
chasing after purpose and meaning in life.
A most vivid example of a lack of critical
reflection was best seen when I visited a large
Christian bookstore very recently. Christian
bookstores, especially this one, are packed with
books on how to live the Christian life, how to
emulate Jesus himself, or on how to make the
most of one’s life in a God-honouring way. For
the Christian these are all very good and very
necessary things, and Christianity would be
far worse off without them. However, often this
comes to the detriment of the apologetics genre
which is isolated to but a handful of shelves.
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The keen observer would walk away with an
incredibly lopsided view of the Christian
faith. He would see a belief that has done
incredibly well in instilling its values in the lives of
the faithful, but he’d also witness an incredible
lack of evidential reflection. This is changing
slowly as apologetics grows in response to the
increasing secular and post-Christian ideals and
values of our societies. There are far more people
challenging a Christian worldview today than
there have ever been in history and, as a result,
many have walked away from salvation because
they’re left with no-one who can reasonably
justify the Christian faith to them.
But it is time for a fresh start! There will be
moments in our lives in which we will be put on
the spot because of our Christian beliefs. It is
thus imperative that we can give a reason for
the hope that we have (1 Peter 3:15).

Now, one needn’t be a scholar to do so as several of the arguments and evidences for belief
in God and Jesus’ deity are easily understood
and remembered. I’d certainly recommend Jim
Wallace, a now retired homicide detective, and
his website Cold Case Christianity.
For the more philosophically minded, William
Lane Craig is your best bet so check out Reasonable Faith. Those more into the hard sciences will like geneticist Francis Collins who runs
Biologos. Each of these, and dozens of others,
have assisted me in my journey. Familiarizing
oneself with basic apologetics is simply a necessity in this day and age.
“We should have good reasons for thinking
that Christianity is true before we dedicate
ourselves completely to it.” - J.P. Moreland (Philosopher & Christian Apologist)
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Ahmad
Shocks
World
by Fatima de Jesus

Ironically, outgoing president, Hayatou did
not request for an opportunity to address
the CAF Congress before votes were collected as he was confident of his victory.
South Africa, who was the first country to vote in
the lengthy process, had its ballot delivered by
Lucas Nhlapo, the vice president of the South
African Football Association (SAFA). This order
had to do with the fact that Danny Jordaan,
who is the president of SAFA, was one of the
scrutinizers that counted the ballot papers in the corner of the African Union’s hall.

In a shocking twist of fate, Madagascar’s
Ahmad Ahmad was elected the new President
of the Confederation of African Football (CAF)
on Thursday, 16 March 2017, at the organization’s Congress in Ethiopia, defeating
its longest-serving president, Issa Hayatou, in
what many would describe as “shocking.”
Ahmad, having not been considered as a
worthy candidate by many people for the
leadership of CAF, made people’s jaws drop
when he ended Hayatou’s 29 year presidential
tenure as he polled 34-20 in votes to become
the new president of African football.
Hayatou, who was seeking to serve for an
eighth term, had been expected to be
challenged
by
tough
opponents
but,
unfortunately, many overlooked the “decisive
nature of the win” for Ahmad, who now leads
an incredible organization, coupled with a new
and growing generation of presidents
associated with football as its members.

(Image courtesy ichef.bbci.co.uk)

After the results were announced, new CAF
president, Ahmad, was carried to the podium
on his supporters’ shoulders while Hayatou
adjourned the Congress for lunch.
In the meanwhile, it was announced that
elections for posts on the CAF committee and
the FIFA council will occur later in the year
after a lengthy opening proceeding that saw
changes to statues’ rejection in a bewildering vote
against reforms that were demanded by FIFA.

In a short speech, moments before being
sworn in as president, Ahmad had promised
more money to member organizations,
business class travel, and more consultation,
displaying a subtle touch of charisma that had
lacked previously in his campaign.
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CHIEF JUSTICE
OFFICE ROBBED
by Fatima de Jesus
There is no doubt that Chief Justice, Mogoeng
Mogoeng, is indeed a man of Godly character,
high calibre, a great leader, and most importantly, a man with the heart of a servant, who serves
South Africa selflessly and wholeheartedly.
Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng has been
overly criticised for being too lenient on rapists
and sexual offenders. The criticism was first
directed at him in October 2009 when he was
appointed to sit on the Constitutional Court as
well as his peculiarly strong bond with President
Jacob Zuma - the man who appointed him to
his position. However, this did not deter him
from experiencing a crime that many South
Africans have fallen victim to - a burglary.

Image courtesy cdn.mg.co.za

In the early hours of Saturday morning, the office of the Chief Justice was robbed in what
has been labelled as a burglary. According to a
statement that was issued by the Chief Justice’s
office, 15 computers that contained important
information about judges and officials were
stolen. The crime, that has since been reported
to the police, occurred at the offices that house
the human resources and facilities, in Midrand.

The Spokesperson for the Republic of South
Africa Judiciary, Nathi Mncube, said that this
incident constitutes a huge setback for the
entire justice administration. “I can confirm that
there was a break-in at the office of the chief
justice. I must indicate that this is the administration wing of the office, which is located in
Midrand. The police have informed us that they
are currently investigating the matter, with the
view to have the perpetrators arrested,” he said.
According to the Council for the Advancement
of the SA Constitution (Casac), the incident indicated a repressive state in which the rule of
law was trampled upon.
After hearing the news about his office, Chief
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng said that the breakin must be viewed and taken seriously and
urged the police to do everything that they can
and that is in their power to ensure that the
culprits were caught.
After the incident occurred, the South African
Police Service (SAPS) rapidly set up a task team
to deal with this matter. Judges were also given
additional security.
Acting police national commissioner, Lieutenant-General Khomotso Phahlane made an
announcement that a multidisciplinary team,
led by Gauteng deputy provincial commissioner of crime detection, Major-General Mary
Motsepe, had been appointed to quickly probe
the processing of the crime scene. “The South
African Police Service deems the breakin at the offices of the chief justice as an
attack on the judicial system and views this in a
serious light,” Phahlane said.
Casac’s executive secretary, Lawson Naidoo,
said that the burglary was “deeply disturbing.” “This incident may mark a crucial turning point in our constitutional democracy. It
is a potential Watergate moment, in which
the independence of the judiciary is brazenly
challenged,” he said.
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OP IN ION S : FRE S H S TART
by Fatima de Jesus
“Well I believe that everybody will come to a point where they feel that they need a fresh start in
various areas of their lives. A fresh start to me, is when you just pause everything, reevaluate and
find your way forward. If I could make use of an example, let’s say I am in need of a fresh start, so
what I’d do is just take a break, let go off all the negative emotions and thoughts and then find my
way to tackle the real issues causing the negativity.
How it benefits individuals will vary, as each individual will have their various areas for their fresh
start. In my case, I definitely need a fresh start in my academic life, even though it’s merely the
5th week. I believe that if I apply these steps and find my way forward my academic career would
prosper. I hope this answers the question”
- Keshia Seyster
“A fresh start, for me, is beginning something afresh. Whether it is a relationship, a career, a spiritual journey, and even, in my case, a degree. A fresh start is always coupled with a lot of new
emotions, challenges, changes, and adventures. A fresh start signifies a new chance to start over,
to do something new and unknown, and to live life differently than I have ever lived.”
- Fatima Maria Ferreira De Jesus
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“Interesting topic I must say. My view on a “Fresh Start” would be renewed thoughts. Break from
the ordinary routine and be a little spontaneous even if it is just taking a different route to work. Part
of a fresh start is realigning your character with the purpose you have.
Look at it in the sense of your email inbox, many times we get bombarded with emails about work
or school demands, personal matters and sometimes even spam. We allow these emails to clutter
our inbox for one of two reasons;
1. We don’t have enough time dedicated to each or,
2. We just don’t feel like a particular email needs our undivided attention.
Your productivity for the next day or even the next week is determined by how well you clear your
inbox on that day or the week before.
Metaphorically our lives are the same; many times we get bombarded with life matters, emotional
and physical well-being that needs our attention, family crisis and financial strain. To de-clutter your
life and have a fresh start with each new season, we have to pay careful attention to the “emails”
or life matters / issues that come our way, dedicate enough time and attention to take care of each
section of our lives and make sure to handle the important matters.
A fresh start is not about leaving things unresolved and quickly looking for a new venture, but rather
it is about handling matters that need to be handled so the road can be clear for you to undertake
your new journey.”
- Monique Moody
“A fresh start is the same as God’s new mercies everyday. Don’t let the past hold you back, take
your new beginning and make it great! Let your past guide you, but don’t let it define you. A fresh
start is your ability for new direction.”
– Marian Cooksey
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Pfft... Fresh Start? Please!
by

Kristin Schumacher

shares her perspective on the term “Fresh Start”
When you walk into a room, do you notice the
flaws that need to be fixed? The cracks in the wall
or the fraying of the carpet? It’s easy enough to
cover these flaws up – a picture frame, a couch.
Out of sight, out of mind. But what if there was
a giant hole in the middle of the floor? Covered
or not, someone is bound to notice it eventually. Clearly, a giant hole in the floor would need
more than just the covering of a rug.
We sometimes experience huge holes in
our own lives, and more often than not, it’s
really difficult to cover them up by ignoring
it. The more we tend to ignore the holes
inside us, the bigger they tend to get. The
forming of holes is not a good sign and this
is when you know that it is time for a
change and a new beginning. So, what is so
intriguing about a fresh start, anyway?
A fresh start is a golden opportunity to start
anew without having any prejudice. A start
from the very beginning. According to some
‘Cornerstoners’, a fresh start is a way to
move forward by finding a new direction or
angle to look at life. It can be a chance to do
things again or a chance to do things
differently when they don’t go right the first
time round. It’s an opportunity to develop a
new attitude and seek new motivation to live
your life.

Now, you may ask, “How often do I need a fresh
start?” It depends, really, on where you are in
your life. Some may need a fresh start everyday,
some every week. Or you may just need a fresh
start when things are not working the way you
planned or expected. Anytime is always a good
time for a fresh start. And it’s up to you to start
fresh.
So, what’s kept you from making the fresh start
you need? Is it perhaps because you don’t have
the time to focus on change? Or perhaps you’re
afraid of what others may think of you? Maybe
you’re afraid of what your new self-image will
be or you just can’t see a silver lining. Whether, you feel overwhelmed, anxious, afraid or just
downright low, invite the opportunity of change.
It might just give you the inspiration, determination and encouragement that you need.
Instead of merely covering the holes in our
lives, we need to fix them. And we may need
a handyman to help us nail the floorboards
back together again. Whilst you fix your holes,
take it as an opportunity to learn why that
hole came to be in the first place. The more
you learn from your past mistakes, the easier it
will be to start again. As Dr Seuss put it, “The
more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”
“A fresh start is a golden opportunity to start
anew without having any prejudice.”
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#REALTALK
James Bishop
tells us why we should believe in Jesus’ resurrection, evidentially speaking
As Christians we have good reasons for affirming Christianity’s truth on the basis of God’s
resurrecting of Jesus from the dead. My purpose here is to make a brief evidential case in support
of this claim.
New Testament Evidence
Exegete Gary Habermas, having considered over 3000 academic articles on Jesus’ passion,
discovered that the majority of scholars agreed on that [1] Jesus was crucified, [2] buried in a
tomb, [3] that the tomb was found empty, and [4] that Paul, James and the disciples had
resurrection experiences of Jesus. Historians widely attest to these facts from our New Testament
sources. My contention is that the resurrection hypothesis best explains these facts. An empty
tomb coupled with Jesus’ resurrection appearances to his earliest followers, skeptics, and
enemies alike certainly favours the resurrection hypothesis.
Early and Independent Attestation
An event in history attested to in two independent sources is given value among historians. The
more independent historical sources affirming an event the more probable it is that it occurred.
Therefore, turning to Jesus’ resurrection we have no less than eight (possibly nine if we include
Josephus Flavius) early and independent sources testifying to this. We have attestation in Mark,
Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Paul, Clement of Rome, and Polycarp. Of these eight sources two of
them are very early: Paul’s creed (1 Cor. 15:1-11), and early Christian preaching (Acts 2).
Moreover, all our New Testament sources (plus Clement of Rome) provide 1st century witness to
Jesus’ resurrection appearances.
Willingness to Suffer and Die
Eleven historical sources testify to the willingness of the apostles to suffer and risk their lives for their
belief in the resurrection. Professor Craig Keener explains, “These disciples plainly believed that
Jesus had risen; and not only that, but that they had seen him alive.” Nine of these sources
specifically attest to their resurrection proclamation. None, however, defected from this belief
even when faced with stoning and crucifixion. According to Habermas “The apostles died [and
suffered] for holding to their own testimony that they had personally seen the risen Jesus.”
Scholar Sanders says “They believed this, they lived it, and they died for it.” It would be
unwarranted to doubt the sincerity of their belief.
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The Dramatic Conversions of Paul and James
Both Paul and James (Jesus’ brother) did not believe in Jesus’ message. Prior to his Damascus
conversion Paul admits to persecuting early Christians (1 Cor. 15:9). He hated Jesus, and the
blasphemous movement he founded since he saw a crucified messiah as a curse (Gal 3:13).
However, Jesus appears to Paul on his voyage to Damascus (Acts 9:3–9) and, as a
result, Paul incredibly converts and faces persecution in leading the very movement he
tried to exterminate. Moreover, James, according to gospel traditions, rejected his brother’s
message (Mark 3:21; 6:2-4, 6; John 7:5; 19:25-27). However, Jesus appears to him and he is
likewise radically converted. Both Paul and James end up leading the early church and both die as
martyrs. What can account for their radical change? According to them it was Jesus’ resurrection.
Resurrection Conception
Jewish beliefs about the afterlife excluded anyone rising from the dead to glory and immortality before the general resurrection at the end of the world. Thus, it is rather odd that the earliest disciples,
Paul and James, all of whom were Jews, end up proclaiming this very thing. They were proclaiming a single resurrection of a single man in the middle of history, an antithetical concept to Jewish
thought. What accounts for this radical change? Our best evidence, and their own testimony, says
it was the resurrection.
The Uniqueness of Jesus’ Resurrection
When a Jewish rebel (seen as a messianic figure by Jewish followers as one who would vindicate
Israel from foreign rule as prophesied in the Old Testament), with a following, was crucified the
followers either disbanded the cause and searched for another Jewish rebel to follow or,
alternatively, they died alongside their leader because of fighting the Romans. Either way the
movement died. As far as we know this happened to Theudas, Simon ben Giora, Athronges, Bar
Kockbar, John of Gischala, and others. However, this is what should have happened to Jesus. Jesus
should have been crucified and his movement obliterated like everyone else’s. The disciples and
earliest followers should have, judging from history, disbanded and gone looking elsewhere. However, from Jesus an entire movement begins. What do the earliest witnesses tell us it was? The
resurrection.
Conclusion
This is not all we could present but as a cumulative case, the evidence reviewed is quite persuasive
in favour of God resurrecting Jesus from the dead. The resurrection hypothesis boasts early and
multiple attestation, captured the hearts and minds of Jesus’ earliest followers (disciples), enemies
(Paul), and nonbelievers (James). Couple this with its unlikely Jewish conception and its radical
uniqueness “it may,” explains historian Gerd Ludemann, “be taken as historically certain that Peter
and the disciples had experiences after Jesus’s death in which Jesus appeared to them as the risen
Christ.”

ISSUE 1 | 13

Youth unemployment needs a closer eye
OPINION / 14 AUGUST 2017, 09:38AM / RUDY OOSTERWYK

JOBLESS: Approximately 9 million people are unemployed in South Africa, 3.3 million of them are young
people between 15 and 24, the writer says.Picture: EPA

A captured political economy remains one of the greatest human rights violations in post-apartheid
South Africa. The result of a “captured state” is starkly reflected in the 48000 jobs lost in the period
December 2016 to March this year.
Similarly, it is of concern that the already high youth unemployment rate in South Africa increased
to 55.9% in the second quarter of 2017 from 54.3% in the first quarter of 2017. This statistic glosses over the fact that of the approximately 9 million unemployed individuals in South Africa, 3.3
million are young people between 15 and 24.
Compounding the alarming rate of youth unemployment is our current state of formal recession,
which we will recover from only over a number years. There is simply no economic or political
stimulus, given an economic growth rate of less than 3% a year, or indeed a private public social
compact, that will mitigate against this trend.
This means that the objective set out in the National Development Plan (NDP) that the unemployment rate should fall from 24.9% in 2012 to 6% in 2030 is, kindly put, an unreachable target. This
would require the creation of a staggering 11 million jobs, up from a total employment number of 13
to 24 million, by 2030. We have only 13 years to meet this target,meaning we need to create more
than 1 million secure jobs every year. That is 83000 new jobs a month, every month for the next 13
years. Somehow, I don’t see it happening.
Given this outlook, and the fact that the demand for skilled labour means that those with a post-secondary qualification are far more likely to find employment than those with only a matric certificate,
a certain boldness is required in re-imagining higher education provision. It simply cannot be business as usual. If the government had to fund all new entrants into higher education during the 2016
academic year, it would have cost R51 billion.
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The Department of Higher Education’s total budget for that year was in the region of R9.5bn, which
could cover only 425095 new applicants. A significant number would be denied access to higher
education, and the backlog will continue to grow, together with our growing rate of youth unemployment.
Student protests in the #FeesMustFall campaign led to property damage of over R460 million at
universities since October 2015, and violent protest action in South Africa has led to more than
R1bn of damage to state and private infrastructure in recent months. It is not entirely inconceivable
to link an increase in civil protest action to an increase in the youth unemployment rate.
If the problem of youth unemployment is left unattended in the current climate of failures in planning and implementation of higher education, it will result in systemic socio-political and economic
collapse across the democratic project.
Much has been said about the role of public higher education within this quagmire. However, given
these considerations, it is now time to call more firmly on the private higher education sector to play
an active role to respond to capacity constraints.
What is urgently required is for the sector to build institutional and funding mechanisms that would,
at scale, increase the capacity of higher education provision, which must mobilise private capital
as an equitable share of the higher education market. This capital must allow for greater and more
affordable access to higher education finance. In this regard, the idea of a privately owned and
managed national student savings and loan scheme should be an immediate consideration.
Within the NDP, private higher education institutions are seen as a key pillar in the successful provision of higher education. It points out that “This acknowledgement of the role of private higher
education means that the current regulatory and funding arrangements for this sector may need
to be fundamentally reconsidered to enable it to become an integral component of an expanding
higher education sector. In addition, possibilities for the positive stimulation of the sector will need
to be sought. The private higher education sector will also have to demonstrate that it has the will
and the wherewithal to manage suitable levels of self-regulation within individual institutions in order to assure greater confidence in the quality of their education provision.”
By 2030, a 70% growth rate in higher education enrolment is expected. It would be unwise not to
heed the policy direction provided by the NDP that private higher education should and must play
a greater role.
These planned targets have significant implications on how the state directs and regulates the
higher education sector, including the private providers, and it will require legislative and regulatory
arrangements.
Moreover, we require boldness in action at an institutional level among all role-players and a firm
admission that what we are currently doing is simply not working.
* Oosterwyk is head of partnerships and strategy at the Cornerstone Institute (cornerstone.ac.za) a non-profit
private higher education provider. He writes in his personal capacity.

Courtesy Cape Argus
(https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/opinion/youth-unemployment-needs-a-closer-eye-10783741)
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